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Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Meet the Governors at PRS 
 
As the autumn term moves towards the end and summer holidays become a distant 
memory, I wanted to update you on the work of the Governors.  
 
Currently, there are 17 of us who come from all walks of life. Some have sons and daughters 
in the school, some are employees of the school and some represent the wider business 
world and the community. Our role is to oversee the performance of the school and to ensure 
it is moving in the right direction. We must also ensure that the money we are given by the 
government is spent wisely. We meet regularly in a number of committees. 
 
Since the Ofsted visit last March, we have been focussed on supporting the Head and the 
rest of the staff to move from our Requires Improvement rating to at least Good. We have 
detailed plans in place and a set of priorities which tackle the main criticisms of the 
inspectors. You will all have seen the Statement of Intent which encapsulates our 
determination to effect change and to improve. In response to the Ofsted report, the 
governing body received an external review and were given recommendations on how to 
improve. We have our own action plan and we will soon be visited again to see how we are 
doing. I will report back to you again once this review has taken place.  
 
We hope that, since the start of the term in September, you have seen an improvement all 
round in behaviour and attitude to learning. Teachers are concentrating on engaging our 
students in their learning and setting expectations higher. 
 
Our job as governors is to support but also to challenge. We visit the school whenever we 
can to see first hand how things are but we rely on you all to give us feedback so that we can 
pay attention to the things that make most difference. To this end, we have just appointed 
three governors to be links with parents, students and staff. Fiona Waterhouse, Gerry Swain 
and Kate Nicolle will be in touch throughout the rest of this year to hear views from all these 
groups. 
 
We thought that you might like to see who we are so you recognise us at parents' evenings 
and other events. We hope to have at least one governor at each parents' evening: we 
will  be circulating so do, please, stop us for a chat and give us any feedback you have.  
 
We all feel strongly that the school is making good progress. We welcome your support so 
that, together, we can provide the best for your sons and daughters. 
 
With kind regards 
 
 

 
 
Peg Hulse 
Chair of Governors 
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MARILYN ANTROBUS – COMMUNITY GOVERNOR 

 Vice Chair of Full Governing Body 

 Member of Pupil Welfare, Personnel & 
Finance/Premises Committees 

 Linked to Humanities Department 
 
Appointed in October 2010, Marilyn works as a HR Business 
Partner for a high-profile homelessness charity, and is also a life 
and career coach. She enjoys travelling, cooking, eating out, and 
has a passion for a wide range of music. 

 

 
 

PETER CLARK – COMMUNITY GOVERNOR 

 Chair of Finance/Premises Committee 

 Member of Curriculum Committee 

 Linked to Business Studies & Diversity 
 
Peter joined as a Governor in August 2014. He is principal of his 
own accountancy practice based in Princes Risborough. Peter has 
two adult children, who are both involved in education. When 
not working, he enjoys spending time with his family and sharing 
with his wife regular visits to the theatre and dance 
performances – both classical and contemporary – and they are 
both keen football supporters. Any spare time is spent in his 
garden or reading, with an interest in British History post the 
Industrial Revolution. 

 

 
 

ESTHER COLEMAN – COMMUNITY GOVERNOR 

 Member of Pupil Welfare & Personnel Committees 
 
New to the Governors in October 2015, Esther currently works 
for a Biomedical company following many years of working in 
both primary and secondary schools supporting deaf and autistic 
children. Esther has a son in Year 8 at PRS and spends the 
majority of her spare time being a taxi driver for her two sports-
minded children. When not in the car she enjoys cooking, 
socialising and playing netball. 

  



 

 
 

RACHEL GRAY – PARENT GOVERNOR 

 Chair of Curriculum Committee 

 Member of Pupil Welfare Committee 

 Linked to Pupil Premium 
 
Rachel was appointed in June 2012, having had ten years’ 
experience of being a Governor in two other schools. She works 
in education, supporting schools to use their management 
information systems. Rachel’s life is very busy, having three sons 
and volunteering for Hearing Dogs as a “Bed & Breakfast 
Socialiser”. In her spare time she enjoys walking and reading. 

 

 
 

GARY HALL – COMMUNITY GOVERNOR 

 Member of Pupil Welfare Committee 
 
Gary has been a governor at the school since 1994 and has seen 
many positive changes during his time. He has strong historical 
links with the school as a former pupil and 25 years’ experience 
as a local councillor on both the Town Council and Wycombe 
District Council, and has twice been former Town Mayor. Gary 
remains committed to seeing the school providing a decent 
education for our young people thus giving them the best 
possible start to their adult life.  

 

 
 

PEG HULSE – COMMUNITY GOVERNOR 

 Chair of Full Governing Body 

 Attends all Committee meetings where possible 

 Linked to Performing Arts, Sixth Form and Maths 
Departments 

 
Peg has been a governor at PRS for four years and Chair since 
summer 2015. A former Head, she loves her involvement with 
the school and, thanks to her link with the Performing Arts 
Department, attends school performances and events as often 
as possible. Peg works part-time as a Development Coach for 
middle leaders in challenging London schools and delivers 
training in schools up and down the country. An avid arts fan, 
Peg sees as much live theatre, music, opera and dance as she 
can, walks, gardens and still reads voraciously. 
 

  



 

 
 

KATE NICOLLE – PARENT GOVERNOR 

 Vice Chair of Pupil Welfare Committee 

 Linked to PE Department & Staff 
 
Kate is the Learning & Training Manager for the charity “One Plus 
One”, whose work focuses on strengthening family relationships, 
using research to improve the outcomes for the country’s 
children. She has a keen interest in not only the welfare of the 
school’s students but also of the staff. Kate’s connection to the 
PE Department comes from having sports-mad sons at PRS and a 
sporty husband at home! 
 

 

 
 

LOUIS NOTLEY – COMMUNITY GOVERNOR 

 Member of Finance/Premises & Personnel Committees 
 

Louis was appointed as a Governor in 2015. He has recently 
moved to Princes Risborough and works as the Chief Operating 
Officer of a biofuels company. Louis also runs a small supply 
chain consultancy which is currently engaged on a four year EC-
funded scientific research project. He has worked in the 
sustainability sector for the last seven years and is a career 
logistics specialist. Louis’ first career was in the Royal Navy, 
where he served for nearly 25 years as the Logistics Officer of a 
wide variety of ships and submarines. He also saw two 
operational tours in Afghanistan and one in Iraq. Louis has 
degrees from The City University and Cranfield, a keen interest in 
shooting, cycling and the arts and has a son in Year 10 at PRS. 

 

 

 

PAUL O’CONNELL – DEVELOPMENT GOVERNOR 

 Member of Curriculum & Pupil Welfare Committees 

 Linked to Language Department 
 
Paul has been a member of the Governing Body since January 
2015. A Staff Governor, he is also the Business Development 
Officer, a Co-Tutor, ex-pupil and parent of a daughter who 
currently attends the school, so is fully immersed in the PRS 
experience and ethos! In his previous life, Paul served with the 
Royal Air Force for 29 years and hopes that his Personnel & 
Operations Management experience adds a different dimension 
to the consistency of the Governing Body.  He is also a Senior 
Caseworker with a military charity, has five children and three 
grandchildren, so has no spare time! 

 

  



 

 
 

SAMANTHA OWEN – ASSOCIATE GOVERNOR 

 Clerk to Curriculum, Personnel & Pupil Welfare 
Committees 

 Member of Finance/Premises Committee 
 
Sam joined as a Governor in 2015, and has a son in Year 9 at PRS. 
As an ex Personal Assistant, she uses her many years of office 
experience to deal with the copious amounts of admin work that 
is generated by the Governing Body. Sam works as an 
Examinations Invigilator, occasionally helps out at her local pre-
school, and is also a volunteer driver for the Social Support Team 
at Rennie Grove Hospice Care. In her spare time she enjoys 
walking her two dogs, taking art classes, and spending time with 
her family. 
 

 

 
 

ANTONY PASKIN – PARENT GOVERNOR 

 Chair of Pupil Welfare Committee 

 Member of Curriculum Committee 

 Linked to SEND 
 

Antony runs his own consultancy and has been a Governor for 
just over a year. He has a daughter in Year 8 at PRS, and is 
particularly interested in pupil welfare issues. A keen golfer, 
Antony also enjoys watching all sports after ‘retiring’ from active 
participation. He is an avid reader of all subject matters and has 
a particular interest in history and reads many novels, 
particularly in airport lounges and on flights during his business 
travels.  

 

 
 

ELLE RADFORD – STAFF GOVERNOR 

 Member of Curriculum & Pupil Welfare Committees 
 
Elle has worked at PRS since 2008 and is currently Head of Music, 
as well as having responsibilities for the Head of House team and 
Pupil Premium students. She is currently studying for her NPQSL 
and is working closely with the leadership team to help develop 
links between senior and middle leaders. She lives in Watermead 
and enjoys walking her dog, socialising and playing music. 
 

  



 

 
 

PETER ROWE – STAFF GOVERNOR 

 Leadership Member of Finance/Premises & Personnel 
Committees 

 
Pete is, of course, Head of the school, but he is also a full 
member of the Governing Body. He attends nearly all meetings 
and reports regularly on all aspects of the school. He gives the 
rest of the Governors a great deal of his time and strives to help 
them have as full a picture of the school as possible. Pete has 
been at Princes Risborough School for nine years and has seen 
many changes in that time. A keen sportsman, he now plays 
county-level badminton. He attends a weekly philosophy class - 
his latest endeavour to be a lifelong learner. He is also Alfie’s 
owner. 
 

 

 
 

ANDREW RYSDALE – BUSINESS/COMMUNITY GOVERNOR 

 Vice Chair of Finance/Premises Committee 

 Member of Personnel Committee 

 Linked to DT/Technology Department 
 
Andrew is a Chartered Building Surveyor and works for a local 
housing association where he is the Head of Asset Management. 
He has spent 20 years in the construction industry in local 
authority, private practice and now social housing. In his spare 
time Andrew enjoys playing golf, having given up on more active 
sports after completing the London and New York Marathons 
(for Children with Cancer) a few years ago. He is also attempting 
to encourage his three children (one of whom is at PRS) to join 
him in supporting Wycombe Wanderers, but with varying 
degrees of success! 
  

 
 

 
 
 

ANDREW STOODLEY – COMMUNITY GOVERNOR 
 
Andrew has been a Governor at Princes Risborough since 
February 2011. He is a past Chair of Personnel and Vice Chair of 
Finance, and is currently an Associate Governor focusing on 
giving support to the school on leadership and performance 
management matters. Andrew is a Chartered Accountant and is 
married with two children aged 17 and 20. In his spare time 
Andrew enjoys all sports, and his biggest claim to fame is 
swimming the English Channel in 2012 as part of a team. 
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GERALD SWAIN – BUSINESS/COMMUNITY GOVERNOR 

 Member of Curriculum Committee 

 Linked to English Department & Pupils 
 
Gerry was appointed as a Community Governor in September 
2015. He taught English and Drama in a variety of schools for 23 
years, and subsequently worked in three local authorities as a 
Schools Advisor/Inspector. For the final ten years before his 
retirement in 2011, Gerry was Regional and then National 
English Director in the National Strategies for the Department of 
Education. He is a keen dog walker, choral singer, traveller and 
theatre-goer. 
 

 

 
 
 

BARRY TOMKINS – COMMUNITY GOVERNOR 

 Vice Chair of Curriculum Committee 

 Member of Personnel Committee 

 Linked to Science Department 
 
Barry was appointed as a Community Governor at PRS in 2010. 
He worked for HMI for 20 years and is now retired. Barry keeps 
busy, however, with his six grandchildren and his many hobbies, 
which include supporting the Sixth Form Interactors at PRS, 
walking, cycling, camping, painting, sailing, and doing charity 
work through the Rotary Club (where he has been a member for 
over 30 years). Barry is also a member of the University of the 
Third Age in Princes Risborough.  
 

 

 
 

FIONA WATERHOUSE – PARENT GOVERNOR 

 Chair of Personnel Committee 

 Member of Curriculum Committee 

 Linked to RE/Citizenship/PSHE & Parents 
 
With a son in Year 9 at PRS, Fiona also works as School Business 
Manager at Longwick C of E Combined School and has over 15 
years’ experience of working in the Banking sector. As well as an 
interest in the world of finance, she enjoys supporting her 
children in their various sporting activities. When she has any 
spare time (which isn't very often!), Fiona enjoys gardening, 
running and eating out.  
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