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         4th July 2017 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Ofsted Inspection 
 
The Ofsted Report on the school’s recent Inspection on May 16th and 17th can now be found 
at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/inspection-reports/find-inspection-report/provider/ELS/137372 
 
Frankly, it does not make comfortable reading for the school, governors or parents and 
students. Although much progress has been made, OFSTED clearly judges that this has not 
been fast enough and that the school has failed to achieve the overall ‘Good’ assessment we 
have been striving so hard for.  With two previous assessments of ‘Requires 
Improvement’, OFSTED therefore has no option but to assess the school overall as requiring 
Special Measures. 
 
There are many positives within the report including: 
 
“The behaviour of pupils is good”  
 
“Pupils are safe and secure in the school” 
 
 “Leadership of the sixth form is good” 
 
“In most lessons pupils show an enthusiasm for their learning and engage well in the tasks 
they are given”  
 
“The transition from primary school into Princes Risborough is well managed. Leaders’ 
strong relationships with primary schools help them ensure that pupils settle quickly and 
confidently into Year 7” 
 
However, this cannot and should not hide the negative comments and judgements also 
within the Report. 
 
A significant number of the criticisms highlight a previous state of affairs, for example: 
“Historically the progress of pupils …”and “In the past the curriculum was not broad enough”.  
Also, there is acknowledgement that, “Recent improvements” are making a significant 
difference. However, there are still a number of areas which need to be addressed robustly 
and should not and must not be ignored. A significant issue raised was about the breadth of 
“progress” students were making in that not enough were taking EBacc subjects. With the 
introduction of a fourth Option Block this issue is already being addressed. 
 
Page Two of the Report lists, “What does the school need to do to improve further” and each 
of the elements stated will form the basis of an on-going Action Plan, which will be published, 
to ensure rapid improvement against these criteria. The majority of these areas are already 
highlighted in our current School Development Plan and we will return to them with renewed 
rigour and urgency.  
 
Where a school is placed in Special Measures, the Regional Schools Commissioner, 
working directly for the Department for Education, directs the school to take particular 
actions and we have been awaiting contact from him. We have now been advised to join a 
multi-academy trust: a chain or group of schools that have joined together, usually under the 
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direction of a school which is judged “Outstanding”, that helps all of its members to raise 
their standards. Work is presently going on to identify an appropriate MAT for PRS to join 
and we will keep you informed over progress towards this goal. We hope to make speedy 
progress with this but it will require much careful discussion and due diligence. Such a move 
will undoubtedly bring about changes but we are confident that they will all be for the best 
and will help to improve the provision for all our students. 
 
Meanwhile, we are committed to making the rapid and sustained “required improvement” 
across all the areas highlighted within the Report and are pleased that the positive work 
within Safeguarding, Personal Development, Behaviour and Welfare and the Sixth Form are 
already “Good”. Staff and governors are working together to form a short and medium term 
plan of action but, for the rest of this term, it is business as usual for all students and staff.  
 
We understand that parents and students will undoubtedly be disappointed with the 
judgement and as a result may have concerns. If you wish to discuss anything within the 
Report in further detail with a governor or a member of the leadership team please feel free 
to contact: 
 
chairofgovs@princesrisborough.bucks.sch.uk 
 
prowe@princesrisborough.bucks.sch.uk  
 
We welcome your feedback. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 

                
 
Pete Rowe    Peg Hulse 
Headteacher   Chair of Governors 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:chairofgovs@princesrisborough.bucks.sch.uk
mailto:prowe@princesrisborough.bucks.sch.uk

