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Key Stage 4
This is a crucial time for our Year 9 students: making the right choice of subjects for
Key Stage 4 is an important step on the road to a successful future. The options
process will be your springboard to success!
A Note to Students
This booklet offers information on the option courses to allow you to make an
informed choice. You should think carefully about the possibilities and consider your
strengths, interests and any career plans you may have. You should then discuss
your ideas with parents, the relevant subject staff, your Tutor and students currently
studying those subjects in Years 10 and 11.
Please communicate with your tutor regularly – they will be willing and able to offer
support and advice at the appropriate time.
A Note to Parents
The vast majority of students across the country are encouraged to continue their
post-16 education at school or college before embarking on the “life-long” learning
experience. We expect that the majority of our students will continue their studies
in our sixth form before moving on to university and college courses or
apprenticeships.
Whichever path our students take, at Princes Risborough we invest the time and
effort necessary to ensure your child makes the right choices.
Parents have an important part to play in encouraging a conscientious approach to
regular home study. Please contact us if you think we could help.

Choosing your Curriculum
During Years 10 and 11 all students will follow a range of courses designed to offer
a broad and balanced education which will equip them with the skills, knowledge
and qualifications needed to progress in further education, for the world of work and
all aspects of their lives.
Types of KS4 Courses
Students can select a combination of GCSE & BTec Level 2 qualifications. GCSE
courses are graded on a 9-1 scale and BTec courses use a Distinction* - pass scale.
Both are internationally recognised and will enable students to progress to the next
stage of their studies. GCSEs are assessed either completely through exams or a
mixture of exams and coursework. BTec courses have a greater coursework
component allowing students to produce work over a longer period, instead of
through a final examination. For their options, students can select either all GCSEs,
all BTecs or a combination of both. Equivalent to and at the same level as a GCSE
qualification.
Which subjects should I study?
The majority of our students progress to further study so we advise students to
consider the combination of subjects that will enable them to keep their options
open for a range of apprenticeships & degree courses they may wish to follow. The
table below is by no means exhaustive but will provide some guidance. The
following websites also provide a wealth of information regarding higher education
entry requirements.
UCAS
Informed Choices
Discover Uni
Amazing Apprenticeships

Careers Education Information, Advice and Guidance
Equipping young people with skills for life-long learning and recognising the
importance of a well rounded individual in our ever changing world on a local,
national and global level is key to the progressive Careers Education Guidance
Programme at Princes Risborough School.
Careers Education and Guidance at Princes Risborough School makes a major
contribution to preparing young people for opportunities, responsibilities and
experiences of life. It also helps young people make decisions and manage
transitions as learners. It encourages engagement with employers and gives

students the opportunity to develop their skills in order to make successful informed
choices about their future.
Students are given the opportunity to focus on their own choices. They will be able
to obtain access to, and make effective use of guidance provided by a support
network at various stages throughout their time at Princes Risborough School. The
school provides information, advice, guidance and access to many personal
development opportunities for young people. We work with external agencies to
ensure that the information, advice and guidance is of the highest standards.
Advice from the school
There are several points that you should bear in mind when selecting your subjects.
1. Is the combination of subjects I am considering appropriate to my future
Higher Education/career aspirations?
You can obtain advice on this from your tutor in school, during your information,
guidance and advice meeting, or via the UCAS website (Course Search). This will
give a clear indication of the subjects required for specific courses.
2. Can I study a subject that I have not studied before?
Yes. In KS4 you will be able to study subjects that you have not taken before such
as Computer Science and Business Studies. When selecting Arts and Tech subjects it
is strongly advised that you select subjects that you are studying in Year 9, though
this is not essential if you are very keen to pursue an additional option from this
area.
3. How should I make my choice?
Ability and motivation to study at depth is important. Look at your AP1 report to see
where your strengths lie, but also consider what you are passionate about.
Enjoyment is crucial! You will be studying each subject for six hours a fortnight, for
two years. It is therefore important to choose subjects you think you are willing to
work hard in, especially as you may continue three of these subjects in the sixth
form.
Check that the chosen subjects are useful combinations, so that skills can be
transferred. In this way, work in one subject can help with others.
The important thing is to seek advice.

The Sixth Form
The 14-19 Curriculum
Although it may seem like a long way off at the moment, it is essential to consider
what you might want to study after Year 11. To give yourself the best chance in
tomorrow’s competitive market post-16 education is a valuable asset.
This “14-19” Curriculum approach is a reflection of the increasing demand for Sixth
Form courses and places at Princes Risborough, and better prepares students for
the rigours of Advanced and Intermediate Level courses at the end of Year 11. It is
worthwhile considering your Sixth Form choices now if it helps you to reach a
decision; Mr Instone will be happy to discuss these with you.
(minstone@prsbucks.com)
Princes Risborough Sixth Form offers a range of ‘A’ level and BTEC National Courses.
It attracts applications from not only the majority of Princes Risborough students,
but also from a number of other schools.
By choice, and in line with Government policy, we now find an increasing number of
students going on to University and in a typical year, over 80% of the Sixth Form
will take up University places.
Students will receive information about Sixth Form courses throughout Key Stage 4
and Sixth Form application will be in the Autumn term of Year 11.
Please do not hesitate to contact me should you require further information.
Mr M Instone
Head of Sixth Form
Princes Risborough School Sixth Form Office (01844) 345496
E-mail: minstone@prsbucks.com

KS4 Options Timeline
14th December 2021

AP1 data published

10th-14th January 2022

Y9 Winter Exams

2nd February

KS4 Options Process Launch Assembly
Parent Information Presentation released

7th February

Individual Careers Information Advice & Guidance
(IAG) meetings begin.
Subject discussions during lessons.

10th February

Y9 Progress Evening

18th February

Y9 Winter Exam Data published

1st March

National Careers Week - Tutor time activities

11th March

Deadline for Online Options Form

September 2022

KS4 courses commence

SIMS Options Online User Guide
1. Following the Y9 Progress Evening, your child will receive an email via their school
email@prsbucks.com address from noreply@sims.co.uk asking them to register.
2. We will send parents an email to confirm that this has happened & to remind you of
what you do next. A video guide will also explain how to complete the process.
3. Your child should login and register on SIMS Options. It is essential that students do
this by clicking the ‘Sign in with Google’ button and then entering their school email
account and password. It will not be possible to complete the process using
personal/parental email accounts. We recommend that you do this with your child.
4. You and your child should follow the instructions which will allow you to request their
three option block subjects and one reserve . When you are happy with the choices,
submit the form by Friday 11th March 2022.

Core & Optional Subjects
Core
●
●
●
●
●
●

Subjects - Required for all students in Key Stage 4
GCSE English Language
GCSE English Literature
GCSE Mathematics
GCSE Triple Science (Biology, Chemistry & Physics)
GCSE Citizenship
Core PE (non-examined)

Options Subjects
In addition to the core subjects, students should request 3 option subjects and
one reserve option from the following table.
Art & Design

Design & Technology
(Product Design)

Food Preparation &
Nutrition

MFL: French*

Business Studies

Design & Technology
(Textiles)

Geography*

MFL: Spanish*

Computer Science*

Digital Information
Technology (IT)

Graphic
Communication

Music

Dance

Drama

History*

Sports Science

Many of our students select the full suite of EBacc subjects, by taking either History
or Geography alongside a language as their first two options, then selecting an
additional subject from the wide choice available to them. This will give breadth to
their curriculum and set them up well for future higher study. However, for some
students these will not be the best choices for them.
● Students are not able to study Product Design with Textiles as they are the same
qualification. Students can combine Design Technology (Textiles or Product) with
Food Preparation & Nutrition but they will need to be fully invested and
passionate about the subjects due to the demanding NEAs that take place in Y11.
● Students do not have to have studied the Arts/Tech options in Y9 however this is
strongly recommended.
● Students are not allowed to choose both ICT and Computer Science.
At this stage, students can select any three options subjects. Once students make
their requests they will be placed into subject blocks to be timetabled. The school
reserves the right not to run a course if it is not viable due to uptake or staffing.
Please note that some subject combinations may not be possible if they are
timetabled at the same time.

Art & Design (GCSE)
Course Information
All work is project-based including the examination. A project
involves research and development of a set theme. This journey
of development in most cases takes place in a sketchbook or
portfolio. Students make studies and sketches, and test out
techniques and collect resources. They refer to relevant artists and designers for
inspiration and develop ideas through experimentation.
All students are expected to be well equipped for lessons. Students are expected to
spend approximately 2 – 3 hours per week on homework. Additional support is also
offered in the form of after school art clubs and artist workshops.
Assessment
● Coursework Portfolio produced over two years (60%)
The coursework portfolio takes the form of sketchbooks and finished pieces of work,
which are mainly produced in school and supported by substantial homework. The
coursework is arranged into themes and projects undertaken across the final two
years. Each project is a response to a specific theme, and based on their own
interests and strengths.
● Externally set assignment in Y11 (40%)
The Externally Set Assignment takes place during the Spring Term in Year 11. After
a preparatory time of approximately 12 weeks students take a 10 hour exam in
which a finished piece of work, either 2D or 3D, is produced. The exam is a
response to an externally set theme and is marked internally, together with the
coursework. Work is then moderated by an examiner from Edexcel.
Exam Board, Qualification (Course Code)
Pearson Edexcel, Art and Design (1AD0)
Next Steps
Students that study Art and Design at GCSE can go on to study creative subjects at
KS5. This includes Art Craft and Design, Photography, Graphic Communication,
Digital Art and animation, Game design, Fashion and Beauty Therapy. Students from
PRS have gone on to study History of Art, Architecture, Illustration, Graphic Design,
Car Design and Fine Art at prestigious Universities such as Goldsmiths and Glasgow
School of Art. Careers in the creative industries all benefit from a foundation in
GCSE Art and Design, the skills that students gain such as problem solving and time
management are useful in many industries. Art and Design can take you into
Advertising and Marketing, Education, Manufacturing, Fashion and Beauty and
Publishing and Media, Architecture and Interior Design and Photography.
Mrs South (Curriculum Leader for Art) msouth@prsbucks.com

Business Studies (GCSE)
Course Information
Students will develop their knowledge of business finance, marketing, operations
and how they manage their human resources. Students will investigate and analyse
real business situations to enable them to increase their depth and understanding of
business. By the end of the course students will be able to apply their
understanding of business to real organisations.
There is an expectation for students to use an enquiring and critical approach to
write essay based recommendations for a wide range of business scenarios.
Students will be required to use their quantitative maths skills in situations to help
them analyse and interpret data relating to business.
Areas of Study
Students will study the following topics: Business Activity; Marketing; People;
Operations; Finance; Influences on Business.
Assessment
The course is examined through two externally assessed exams of 90 minutes each.
There is no coursework/controlled assessment element to this qualification.
Students are assessed through a range of data response questions and essay based
questions with a focus upon business decision making.
Exam Board, Qualification (Course Code)
OCR GCSE Business 9 - 1 (J204)
Next Steps
Business provides an excellent basis for any sort of employment and focuses on
developing students’ maths skills for financial capability. The course aims to help
students evaluate choices and make decisions about their own future working lives.
We offer a wide range of Business related subjects in the Sixth Form including
Business A level, Economics A level and BTEC National Level 3 in Business.
Mr Dannell (Faculty Leader for Business, Economics & IT) rdannell@prsbucks.com

Computer Science (GCSE)
Course Information
Computer
Science
encourages
learners
to
develop
computational thinking skills built on a sound base of
conceptual learning and understanding. This exciting GCSE
gives you an excellent opportunity to investigate how
computers work and how they’re used, and to develop computer programming and
problem-solving skills. You’ll also do some fascinating in-depth research and
practical work. Students need to have achieved a very good level in Maths and
English and be computer literate to choose this subject. The increasing importance
of information technologies means there’ll be a growing demand for professionals
who are qualified in this field.
Areas of Study
In this course students will learn about 6 main topics: Computational thinking;
Data; Computers; Networks; Issues and impact; Problem solving with
programming. In these students learn key knowledge about algorithms, data
representation & storage, hardware and software components, programming
languages, network security, ethical, legal and ownership issues.
Assessment
● Paper 1: Principles of Computer Science. Written examination: 1 hour and 30
minutes (50% of the qualification)
● Paper 2: Application of Computational Thinking. Onscreen examination: 2 hours
(50% of the qualification)
Exam Board, Qualification (Course Code)
Pearson, GCSE Computer Science 9-1 (1CP2)
Next Steps
Students can progress from this qualification to further studies in Computer Science
as well as directly into employment, where further training may be available.
The course is also an excellent preparation if you want to study or work in areas
that rely on the skills you’ll develop, especially where they’re applied to technical
problems. These areas include engineering, financial and resource management,
science, robotics and medicine.
Useful Websites:
Exam board website
Computer Science Workbook
Mr Dannell (Faculty Leader for Business, Economics & IT) rdannell@prsbucks.com

Dance (BTec)
Course Information:
The course is mainly assessed through coursework that is marked
by your teacher, with only one task that is marked by the exam
board. This is in the form of a controlled assessment.
BTecs are recognised and valued by colleges, Universities and employers. In order
to do well in this subject you should have:
● A keen interest in different styles of Dance.
● A willingness to try different things and work in groups, pairs, or on your own.
● Creativity, dedication, self discipline, the ability to meet deadlines, teamwork and
an open mind.
● Good skills in English to allow you to write evaluations and reflect on your work.
● This course can be taken with BTec Drama and the 2 courses compliment each
other.
Areas of Study
Component 1: Understanding the creative process and the roles and responsibilities
of those involved in performances.This unit gives you a broad understanding of
performance work and influences, looking at how practitioners create their work and
the process they take from creation, developments and performance.
Component 2: Performing as a dancer in a piece of set repertoire.This unit assesses
your ability as a dancer and your technical and interpretive skills.
Component 3: Choreographing and performing your own work in response to a
stimulus. You will be able to work in small groups of 3 – 7 dancers.
The exam board will provide you with a stimulus on which you must choreograph a
group performance lasting between 10-15 minutes.
These are all skills that you would need in the performing arts sector outside of
school!
Performance Opportunities:
Silverstone grand prix, Olympic Stadium, Dance Show, Gym & Dance, Inter House
Dance competition, Performing Arts evening and Sports Day.
Assessment
Component 1: Internally assessed coursework (30%)
Component 2: Internally assessed coursework (30%)
Component 3: Externally marked and set exam (40%)
Exam Board, Qualification (Course Code)
Edexcel, BTec Technical Award in Performing Arts (with a Dance approach),
(603/0406/6) LB1

Next Steps:
Students are able to continue their studies at Level 3, BTEC National extended
certificate in Performing Arts at PRS. Past PRS students progressed to train at
vocational schools such as Stella Mann, Wilkes Academy, Jackie Palmers, Rambert
as well as universities.
Excellent attendance is extremely important for Dance, there is a lot of group work
to complete for the exams, if you are not there you affect others with your absence.
It is expected that all Dance Students attend the after school club to support their
classwork.
Dance kit is also available to purchase and can be worn in class. This allows the
students to look smart whilst still being able to move effectively. As part of the
Dance course there will be theatre trips and workshops that will incur an additional
expense, as always the cost of these trips is kept as low as possible.
Dance Curriculum Map
Mrs Woodley (Faculty Leader for Performing Arts) vwoodley@prsbucks.com

Design & Technology: Product Design (GCSE)
Course Information
The GCSE in Design and Technology (Product Design)
enables students to understand and apply iterative design
processes through which they explore, create and
evaluate a range of outcomes. The qualification enables
students to use creativity and imagination to design and
make prototypes that solve real and relevant problems,
considering their own and others’ needs, wants and values.
Areas of Study
Component 1 - Exam. This is divided into two sections:
● CORE - The core content provides students with a breadth of study within Design
and Technology, covering all material categories, new and emerging Technologies
alongside historical, social/cultural, environmental and economic factors.
● Timbers specialism - This course allows the students to specialise in their
chosen material, timbers. Students will develop an in-depth understanding of this
specialist material area, through the use of theoretical knowledge and practical
skills. They will cover topics such as, Natural and manufactured timbers, the
social and ecological footprint, forces and stresses, scale of production, specialist
tools and equipment and surface finishes.
Component 2 - NEA
Students will undertake a project based on a contextual challenge as part of their
non-examination assessment. The project will test students’ skills in investigating,
designing, making and evaluating a prototype of a product that will allow them to
apply the skills they have acquired and developed throughout their study.
Assessment
Component 1 - Exam (50%)
● Section A - CORE Content (40 marks); Section B - Timbers specialism (60
marks)
Component 2 - NEA (50%) Non-examined assessment - Project based
● Investigate (16 marks); Design (42 marks); Make (32 marks); Evaluate (6
marks)
Students are not able to combine D&T Textiles with D&T Product Design as they
form part of the same qualification.
Students can combine D&T Product with Food Preparation & Nutrition but they will
need to be fully invested and passionate about the subjects due to the demanding
NEAs that take place in Year 11.

Exam Board, Qualification (Course Code)
Edexcel, Design and Technology GCSE (1DT0)
Next Steps
Design Technology is essentially a problem solving course with theory and practical
aspects. It teaches students to take design risks, develop their creativity and project
time management, whilst building confidence and resilience. These are desirable
skills for students considering careers in Engineering, Computing or Construction,
Architecture, Fashion and Textiles, Interior design, Hospitality and Catering, Leisure,
Recreation or Tourism, Hair and Beauty Therapy and 3D Design.
Mrs Beeden (Faculty Leader for Art & Design) lbeeden@prsbucks.com

Design & Technology: Textiles (GCSE)
Course Information
The GCSE in Design and Technology (Textiles) enables
students to understand and apply iterative design
processes through which they explore, create and
evaluate a range of outcomes. The qualification enables
students to use creativity and imagination to design and
make prototypes that solve real and relevant problems,
considering their own and others’ needs, wants and values. Students learn how to
take design risks, helping them to become resourceful, innovative and enterprising
citizens.
Areas of Study
Component 1 - Exam. This is divided into two sections:
● CORE - The core content provides students with a breadth of study within Design
and Technology, covering all material categories, new and emerging Technologies
alongside historical, social/cultural, environmental and economic factors.
● Textiles specialism - This course allows the students to specialise in their
chosen material, Textiles. Students will develop an in-depth understanding of this
specialist material area, through the use of theoretical knowledge and practical
skills. They will cover topics such as, Fibres and Fabrics, Surface decoration,
Joining methods, Tools and equipment, Construction and assembly for high
quality outcomes alongside the environmental impact of Textiles.
Component 2 - NEA
Students will undertake a project based on a contextual challenge as part of their
non-examination assessment. The project will test students’ skills in investigating,
designing, making and evaluating a prototype of a product that will allow them to
apply the skills they have acquired and developed throughout their study.
Assessment
Component 1 - Exam (50%)
● Section A - CORE Content (40 marks); Section B - Textiles specialism (60 marks)
Component 2 - NEA (50%) Non-examined assessment - Project based
● Investigate (16 marks); Design (42 marks); Make (32 marks); Evaluate (6
marks)
Students are not able to combine D&T Textiles with D&T Product Design as they
form part of the same qualification.

Students can combine D&T Textiles with Food Preparation & Nutrition but they will
need to be fully invested and passionate about the subjects due to the demanding
NEAs that take place in Year 11.
Exam Board, Qualification (Course Code)
Edexcel Design & Technology (1DT0)
Next Steps
Design Technology is essentially a problem solving course with theory and practical
aspects. It teaches students to take design risks, develop their creativity and project
time management, whilst building confidence and resilience. These are desirable
skills for students considering careers in Fashion and Textiles, Interior design,
Hospitality and Catering, Leisure, Recreation or Tourism, Hair and Beauty Therapy,
3D Design, Engineering, Computing or Construction and Architecture.
Students are able to continue their Textiles studies at PRS, by taking the Fashion
and Textiles A-level.
Mrs Beeden (Faculty Leader for Art & Design) lbeeden@prsbucks.com

Digital Information Technology - IT (BTec)
Course Information
The digital sector is a major source of employment in the
UK. Despite a turbulent economy in 2020/2021 the Digital
sector in the UK advertised 90,000 jobs per week during.
Digital skills span all industries, and almost all jobs in the
UK today require employees to have a good level of digital
literacy. The UK Tech industry as a whole employs over 2.93 million people and has
seen 40% growth between 2017-2019.
Areas of Study
● Component 1: Exploring User Interface Design Principles and Project Planning
Techniques
● Component 2: Collecting, Presenting and Interpreting Data
● Component 3: Effective Digital Working Practices
Assessment
Components 1 and 2 are assessed through non-exam internal assessment. The
non-exam internal assessment for these components has been designed to
demonstrate application of the conceptual knowledge underpinning the sector
through realistic tasks and activities. This style of assessment promotes deep
learning through ensuring the connection between knowledge and practice.
Non-exam internal assessment is delivered through Pearson-set Assignments. These
assignments are set by Edexcel, marked by the centre and moderated by Edexcel.
Component 3 is an externally assessed examination unit. The Examination lasts for
90 minutes and has a maximum mark of 60. This is a synoptic unit which can be
delivered throughout the course duration.
Exam Board, Qualification (Course Code)
Edexcel, BTEC Level 1/Level 2 Technical Award in Digital Information Technology
(603/7050/6)
Next Steps
Students can progress to study IT at a higher level. It can also lead to further study
in a range of technical routes designed to lead to work, employment,
apprenticeships or further study at Level 3. Learners who perform strongly in this
qualification compared to their overall performance should strongly consider this
progression route as it can ultimately lead to employment in the digital sector.
Pearson Web site address
Mr Dannell (Faculty Leader for Business, Economics & IT) rdannell@prsbucks.com

Drama (BTec)
Course Information:
The course is mainly assessed through coursework that is
marked by your teacher, with only one task that is marked
by the exam board. This is in the form of a controlled
assessment.
BTecs are recognised and valued by colleges, Universities and employers. In order
to do well in this subject you should have:
● A keen interest in the Theatre
● A willingness to try different things and work in groups, pairs, or on your own.
● Creativity, dedication, self discipline, the ability to meet deadlines, teamwork and
an open mind.
● Good skills in English to allow you to write evaluations and reflect on your work.
● This course can be taken with BTec Dance and the 2 courses compliment each
other.
Areas of Study
Component 1: Understanding the creative process and the roles and
responsibilities of those involved. This unit gives you a broad understanding of
performance work and influences, looking at how practitioners create their work and
the process they take from creation, developments and performance.
Component 2: Performing in a piece of set repertoire. This unit assesses your
ability as a performer and your technical and interpretive skills.
Component 3: Devising and performing your own work in response to a stimulus.
The exam board will provide you with a stimulus on which you must devise a group
performance lasting between 10-15 minutes.
There is also a pathway for students interested in the production elements of
Performing Arts: lighting, sound and costume design.
Assessment
Component 1: Internally assessed coursework (30%)
Component 2: Internally assessed coursework (30%)
Component 3: Externally set and marked exam (40%)
Exam Board, Qualification (Course Code)
Edexcel, BTec Technical Award in Performing Arts (603/0406/6) LC11
Next Steps
Students are able to continue their studies at Level 3, BTec National extended
certificate in Performing Arts at PRS.

Excellent attendance is extremely important for Drama, there is a lot of group work
to complete for the exams, if you are not there you affect others with your absence.
It is expected that all Drama students attend the after school club to support their
classwork.
Performing Arts kit is also available to purchase and can be worn in class. This
allows the students to look smart whilst still being able to move effectively. As part
of the Drama course there will be theatre trips and workshops that will incur an
additional expense, as always the cost of these trips is kept as low as possible.
Performance Opportunities
Performing Arts Evening, Annual Musical performance, Christmas Concert
Drama Curriculum Map
Mrs Woodley (Faculty Leader for Performing Arts) vwoodley@prsbucks.com

Food Preparation & Nutrition (GCSE)
Course Information
Food Preparation and Nutrition is an exciting and
creative course which focuses on practical cooking skills
and food science. Students learn about British and
international culinary traditions, food security and food
safety.There is a focus on developing practical cookery
skills and a strong understanding of nutrition.
Areas of Study
Food preparation skills are integrated into five core topics:
● Food, nutrition and health – macronutrients, micronutrients, nutritional needs
and health.
● Food science – cooking of food, heat transfer and the functional and chemical
properties of food.
● Food safety – food spoilage, contamination and the principles of food safety.
● Food choice – factors affecting food choice, British and International Cuisines,
sensory evaluation, food labelling and marketing.
● Food provenance – environmental impact and sustainability of food, food
processing and production.
Assessment
Exam: Written paper – 1 hour 45 minutes (50%)
● Section A: questions based on stimulus material
● Section B: structured, short and extended response questions
Non-Examined Assessment (NEA 50%)
● Task 1: Food investigation Assessment (15% of qualification)
Students have 8 hours to complete a scientific food investigation which will assess
knowledge, skills and understanding of the scientific principles underlying the
preparation and cooking of food. They will submit a written report (1,500- 2,000
words) including photographic evidence of practical investigation.
● Task 2: Food Preparation Assessment (35% of qualification)
Students’ knowledge, skills and understanding in relation to the planning,
preparation, cooking, presentation of food and application of nutrition related to the
chosen task. Students will prepare, cook and present a minimum of three dishes
with appropriate accompaniments in a single session of three hours, planning in
advance how this will be achieved. They will submit a written portfolio (15 A4
pages) including photographic evidence.

Exam Board, Qualification (Course Code)
AQA, GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition (8585)
Next Steps
Developing food preparation skills is a valuable life skill. Students must be organised
with ingredients for practical lessons if they are to develop their practical skills to
the standard needed for GCSE. This course is ideal for students interested in
pursuing Food Science, Nutrition and Catering.
Mrs Beeden (Faculty Leader for Art & Design) lbeeden@prsbucks.com

Geography (GCSE)
Course Information
Geography has never been more important! All aspects of
the world are going through great change and we all need
to be aware of the impact this is having on us and our
environment. This course enables students to explore key
aspects of the natural world
Areas of Study
Component 1: Our natural world
● Global Hazards; Changing Climate; Distinctive Landscapes; Sustaining
Ecosystems; Fieldwork; Geographical Skills
Component 2: People and Society
● Urban Futures; Dynamic Development; UK in the 21st Century; Resource
Reliance; Fieldwork; Geographical Skills
Component 3: Geographical Exploration
● Geographical Skills; Decision making exercise
Assessment
100% Examination consisting
30 minutes.
● Exam Paper 1 - Component
● Exam Paper 2 - Component
● Exam Paper 3 - Component

of 3 exam papers: 2 x 1 hour 15 mins, 1 x 1 hour and
1 (35%)
2 (35%)
3 (30%)

Exam Board, Qualification (Course Code)
OCR, GCSE Geography B - Geography for Enquiring Minds (J384)
Next Steps
To be successful in this course, students need to have an interest in the world
around them. Good mathematical skills and an ability to read and interpret data are
important as well as competent reading and writing ability. GCSE Geography makes
a valuable contribution to Sixth Form Studies.
Skills learned through Geography are transferable skills and would be of value in
work related to Human Resources, Environmental Planning, Conservation, Retailing,
Tourism and Recreation, Insurance, Accountancy, Banking and work with
Information Technology.
Geography Curriculum Map
Mr Evans (Faculty Leader for Humanities) revans@prsbucks.com

Graphic Communication (GCSE)
Course Information
Graphic Communication introduces students to a visual
way of conveying information, ideas and emotions,
using a range of graphic media, processes, techniques
and elements such as colour, icons, images,
typography and photographs.
Areas of Study
Students will conduct primary and secondary investigations during their design
development, and explore traditional and new technologies. They will also consider
the use of signs and symbols, and the balance between aesthetic and commercial
considerations. Students will also understand that Graphic Design practitioners may
work within a small team environment or work as freelance practitioners. They may
be responsible for a particular aspect of the Design or Production process or for the
entire design cycle. They will develop good communication skills in order to liaise
with clients and to promote themselves as graphic designers. The course is made
up of a number of projects where students will respond to a brief, which is similar to
industry norms.
Assessment
● Coursework Portfolio produced over two years (60%)
● Externally set assignment in Y11 (40%)
The Externally Set Assignment takes place during the Spring Term in Year 11. After
a preparatory time of approximately 12 weeks students take a 10 hour exam in
which a finished piece of work, either digital, 2D or 3D, is produced. The exam is a
response to an externally set theme and is marked internally, together with the
coursework. Work is then moderated by an examiner from Edexcel.
Exam Board, Qualification (Course Code)
Edexcel, GCSE Graphics (1GC00)
Next Steps
Students will be in a position to study Graphic Design at A level or Apprenticeship in
Graphic Design agencies or larger Marketing departments of Companies. Students
can go on to study Graphic design, advertising, media studies at University. The
subject of Graphic Communication teaches students how to use software packages
used in industry and has a clear pathway to industry.
Mrs Beeden (Faculty Leader for Art & Design) lbeeden@prsbucks.com

History (GCSE)
Course Information
History enables students to form an understanding of the
history of the world and how the past has shaped the
present. This course requires excellent reading and writing
skills. A good memory is also invaluable! You will gain a
deeper knowledge and understanding of the world and how
it developed. A natural curiosity for the world around you is
essential! You may be offered the opportunity to go on
relevant visits, such as to museums or historical sites of
relevance to the course. These enable you to relate your
classroom learning to real-life experiences.

Areas of Study
● Migrants in Britain, c800–present and Notting Hill, c1948–c1970. (30%)
● Early Elizabethan England, 1558-88 (British depth study) (20%)
● Weimar and Nazi Germany, 1918-1939 (Modern depth study) (30%)
● Superpower Relations and the Cold War, 1941-91 (period study) (20%)
Assessment
Each unit is assessed by a final exam at the end of Year 11. The weighting of each
unit is shown above.
Exam Board, Qualification (Course Code)
Edexcel, GCSE History (1H10)
Next Steps
Apart from studying a wide range of exciting historic periods, you’ll learn a range of
handy skills that will help you with A-levels and future work. These include excellent
communication and writing skills, how to construct an argument, research and
problem skills, investigation and problem-solving skills, finally analytical and
interpretation skills. Studying history can lead to some exciting career options,
including, journalism, law and business.
History Curriculum Map
Mrs Davis (Curriculum Lead for History) hdavis@prsbucks.com

MFL: French (GCSE)
Course Information
How many parents have we heard say that they wish they had
continued with a language when they were younger?
It is undeniable that learning a Foreign language opens doors in
the global world we live in and opens minds. It also encourages
you to reflect upon your own language and does provide
opportunities to communicate with like-minded people in the world. So if you enjoy
travelling, learning about different cultures, developing relationships with other
youngsters, why not choose a language at GCSE?
Areas of Study
Theme 1: Identity and Culture
Theme 2: Local, national, international and global areas of interest
Theme 3: Current and Future study and employment
Assessment
Paper 1 - Listening (25%)
● Foundation – 35 min. Higher – 45 min
● Section A: Questions in English. Section B: Questions in French
Paper 2 - Speaking (25%)
● Foundation - 7 – 9 min + preparation. Higher - 10-12 min + preparation
● Role-play, Photo & Conversation
Paper 3 - Reading (25%)
● Foundation – 45 min. Higher – 1 hour
● Section A: Questions in English. Section B: Questions in French. Section C:
translation French to English
Paper 4 - Writing (25%)
● Foundation – 1 hour. Higher – 1 hour 15 minutes
● Foundation: Photo to describe, 40 & 90 word pieces & translation from English
into French. Higher: 90 & 150 word pieces & translation from English into French.
Foundation tier: GCSE Grades 1 – 5. Higher tier: GCSE Grades 3-9
All papers MUST be taken on the same tier and at the same series
Exam Board, Qualification (Course Code)
AQA, GCSE French (8658)
Opportunities
French trips – Paris Years 9 to 11 (alternatively with Spain).
Pen friends & French Exchange in Year 10 with Paulhan, near Montpellier.
Opportunities to work with primary schools or younger years.

Next Steps
As 60 to 75% of the world population speaks two or more languages, learning a
foreign language increases your opportunities in the future and equips you with
life-long skills that you will be able to put into practice in most situations and jobs.
Students who follow a GCSE course in a foreign language can continue into Sixth
Form and study A-Levels, then a course at University. Whether it is French or
Spanish at Princes Risborough or another language later, we strongly encourage you
to consider learning a language.
MFL Curriculum Map
Mrs Robson (Head of MFL) probson@prsbucks.com

MFL: Spanish (GCSE)
Course Information
Spanish is the second most spoken native language with almost
500 million native speakers across the world, mainly in the
Americas and Spain. The language & the culture are often
appealing to those who spend holidays abroad or who simply
want to broaden their horizons. At Princes Risborough School, it
is established as a popular choice for GCSE with students who are interested in
languages and are looking to add another dimension to their education.
Areas of Study
Theme 1: Identity and Culture
Theme 2: Local, national, international and global areas of interest
Theme 3: Current and Future study and employment
Assessment
Paper 1 - Listening (25%)
● Foundation – 35 min. Higher – 45 min
● Section A: Questions in English. Section B: Questions in Spanish
Paper 2 - Speaking (25%)
● Foundation - 7 – 9 min + preparation. Higher - 10-12 min + preparation
● Role-play, Photo & Conversation
Paper 3 - Reading (25%)
● Foundation – 45 min. Higher – 1 hour.
● Section A: Questions in English. Section B: Questions in Spanish. Section C:
translation Spanish to English.
Paper 4 - Writing (25%)
● Foundation – 1 hour. Higher – 1hour 15 minutes
● Foundation: Photo to describe, 40 & 90 word pieces & translation from English
into Spanish. Higher: 90 & 150 word pieces & translation from English into
Spanish.
Foundation tier: GCSE Grades 1 – 5. Higher tier: GCSE Grades 3-9
All papers MUST be taken on the same tier and at the same series
Exam Board, Qualification (Course Code)
AQA, GCSE Spanish (8698)
Opportunities
Spanish trip – KS4 trip to Barcelona (alternative to Paris).
Possibility to work with primary schools or younger years.
Opportunities to work with primary schools or younger years.

Next Steps
As 60 to 75% of the world population speaks two or more languages, learning a
foreign language increases your opportunities in the future and equips you with
life-long skills that you will be able to put into practice in most situations and jobs.
Students who follow a GCSE course in a foreign language can continue into Sixth
Form and study A-Levels, then a course at University. Whether it is French or
Spanish at Princes Risborough or another language later, we strongly encourage you
to consider learning a language.
MFL Curriculum Map
Mrs Robson (Head of MFL) probson@prsbucks.com

Music (BTec)
Course Information
Music is an exciting practical course building on
instrumental and vocal skills developed in KS3. The
course is mainly assessed through coursework that is
marked by your teacher, with only one task that is
marked by the exam board. This is in the form of a
controlled assessment.
BTecs are recognised and valued by colleges, Universities and employers
In order to do well in this subject you should have:
● An ability to sing or play a musical instrument
● A keen interest in the Music including a wide variety of styles and genres
● A willingness to try different things and work in groups, pairs, or on your own.
● Creativity, dedication, self discipline, the ability to meet deadlines, teamwork and
an open mind.
● Good skills in English to allow you to write evaluations and reflect on your work.
Areas of Study
Component 1: Exploring Music Products and Styles (30%)
This unit gives you a broad understanding of music genres and styles, looking at
how the different styles evolved and the musicians that made them famous. You will
study eight different styles both theoretically and practically.
Component 2: Music Skills Development (30%)
You will have the opportunity to develop two musical disciplines through
engagement in practical tasks, while documenting your progress and planning for
further improvement.
Component 3: Responding to a Commercial Music Brief (40%)
This unit is externally marked by the exam board. The exam board will provide you
with a brief which you must create a music performance in response to. This could
be focused on performance, creation or production. Finally you will evaluate your
creative process which will be completed in controlled assessment conditions.
Assessment
● Component 1: Internally assessed coursework (30%)
● Component 2: Internally assessed coursework (30%)
● Component 3: Externally marked and set exam (40%)
Exam Board, Qualification (Course Code)
Edexcel, BTec Technical Award in Music Practice (603/2973/7)

Next Steps
The BTEC Tech award is an excellent starting point for those wishing to continue
with music studies at Level 3 and beyond to university. Students will have the
opportunity to perform in regular school concerts, showcases & productions.
Music Curriculum Map
Mrs Woodley (Faculty Leader for Performing Arts) vwoodley@prsbucks.com

Sports Science (BTEC Tech Award in Sport)
Course Information
Year on year, the sport industry shows continued growth in
employment. Sport England provides well documented
research of the benefits of exercise and physical activity
including improvements in physical and mental wellbeing.
These contribute significantly to quality of life and, as such,
there is a need to ensure there are sufficient people working in the industry to meet
this demand. There has never been a better time to study sport!
BTecs are recognised and valued by colleges, Universities and employers. In order
to do well in this subject you should have:
● A positive attitude towards health and fitness.
● A keen and wide ranging interest in sport.
● A willingness to try different things, work in groups, pairs, or on your own.
● Dedication, self discipline, ability to meet deadlines, teamwork and an open
mind.
● An interest in how science is linked to sport.
● Good skills in English to allow you to write evaluations and reflect on your work.
Areas of Study
In this course students will study 3 components.
● Preparing participants to take part in sport and physical activity
● Taking part and improving other participants sporting performance
● Developing fitness to improve other participants performance in sport and
physical activity
Btec Tech Award in Sport Specification
Assessment
● Component 1: Non-exam internal assessment, externally-set Assignments (30%)
● Component 2: Non-exam internal assessment, externally-set Assignments (30%)
● Component 3: Externally marked and set exam (40%)
Exam Board, Qualification (Course Code)
Edexcel, BTec Technical Level 2 Award in Sport (603/7068/3)
Next Steps
The course is an ideal base for sixth form education and for those considering a
career in sport, sports
management, sports therapy, leisure, medicine,
physiotherapy, emergency services and the armed forces.
PE Curriculum Map
Mr Tuffin (Curriculum Leader for PE) gtuffin@prsbucks.com

What Next?
What are the next steps for Year 9 students?
● Talk to teachers and students at school and at home about what subjects are the
best ones for you over the next 4 weeks.
● Decide upon 3 subjects and make sure you have a reserve in mind.
● Look out for an email that will come to your prsbucks Gmail account so you can
register your choices. We will tell you when that email is arriving.
● Ensure your parents/carers book appointments at progress evenings with the
staff that teach your potential option subjects. If you can not do this, contact the
Head of Department or Faculty leader via the email address at the bottom of the
subject page.
● Follow the instructions in the email to register and with your parents pick your
choices and reserve subject online by Friday 11th March 2022.
And finally, don’t forget to contact the appropriate member of staff if you have any
questions regarding your options.

Useful Contacts
Mr McFerran: Head of Year 9
E-mail: jmcferran@prsbucks.com
Mr Forshaw: Deputy Headteacher (Curriculum)
Email: vforshaw@prsbucks.com
Mrs C Audemard: Assistant Headteacher (KS4 Raising Standards Lead)
E-mail: caudemard@prsbucks.com
Mr M Instone: Assistant Headteacher (Sixth Form & Careers)
E-mail: minstone@prsbucks.com
Contact details for the Heads of each subject can be found at the bottom of each
subject page.

Useful websites
●
●
●
●

National Careers Service
Career Pilot
Careers Advice For Parents
Success at School

