News from Princes Risborough School
Positive Responsible Successful
Dear Parents/Carers
I think it is clear to us all this has been a term like no other in schools globally. In educational terms, this is traditionally the longest, darkest and dampest term of the school year,
not to mention the additional challenges of Coronavirus. I am pleased to say that together
we have worked our way through the term whilst holding true to our values of Positivity and
Responsibility with above national average attendance. These three key ingredients will
lead us to be Successful in the future.
Success will be achieved through excellent teamwork by all key stakeholders working together, students, parents
and school staff:
Students: When faced with the return to school after lockdown in September we anticipated a bumpy road ahead.
We were clear that we wanted to keep students safe without compromising on the students’ right to a full and enriching curriculum. From day one, the students at PRS have embraced this challenge, demonstrated high expectations of themselves and worked hard at their learning. Sixth Form and Year 11 students have sat a full set of mock
exams and have put themselves in a great place to achieve well in their summer exams. Against a backdrop of
uncertainty with external exams and the potential of centre-assessed grades, our students have excelled.
Parents/Carers: We have seen the fantastic support from our parent body by sending your sons and daughters
into school fully prepared to learn, along with their personal hygiene kits. I would also like to thank you for your
understanding of the difficulties that we have faced due to Covid-19 to be able to deliver a consistent experience
across the curriculum for all students. I know that from speaking to parents and the emails that I have received
that we are extremely fortunate to have such positive and proactive support.
Staff: I am extremely proud of Team PRS and my staff that have worked tirelessly over the past term to enable
high-quality teaching and learning that can take place for all. All staff have embodied our “Aspire and Achieve”
motto and have constantly demonstrated positivity by going above and beyond their roles to give our students a
consistency experience. From support to teaching staff, I would like to thank every single one of them for their
commitment, resilience and hard work. I have seen numerous cases of staff role modelling this responsibility, for
example over the last 3 weekends when staff have had to work throughout to ensure students and families remain
safe for Christmas.
We continue to review our systems and procedures on a weekly basis to ensure we are limiting the spread of the
virus. One change we are making in January is that students will be expected to be back in full school uniform including school shoes and will then get changed in P.E. lessons. We are making this change because students are
getting wet and muddy in their sports kit and are then forced to wear it throughout the day. We have bought a fogging machine and have put protocols in place to keep the changing facilities safe. Thank you in advance for your
co-operation in this matter.
Lastly, I want to wish you all a very Merry Christmas and every success in 2021. This calendar year has been
dominated by Covid-19 but we have always been focused on the opportunities it has created that will enable us all
to be stronger and ultimately more Positive, Responsible and Successful in 2021.
Yours sincerely
Simon Baker, Headteacher
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Insignis Academy Trust

Dear Parents and Carers
I wanted to introduce myself as the new Chief Executive Officer of the Insignis Academy
Trust. I began the post on the 1st of November replacing Stephen Box, who retired at the
end of the summer term. I want to thank Stephen for all of the work he undertook as the
CEO of the Insignis Academy Trust. I am fortunate to follow on from such a well respected and successful Headteacher and CEO. I joined Insignis having previously been the
Executive Headteacher at St, Michaels Catholic School in High Wycombe and Aylesbury.
I am very proud of my time at St. Michael’s and of the success we enjoyed as a school.
I feel that I am joining Insignis at a very exciting time, particularly in relation to Princes Risborough School. I
have already enjoyed a very positive start to my working relationship with Mr Baker and I am very impressed
with his drive to ensure that the pupils at Princes Risborough School are really successful in their educational
journey. I have felt very welcomed by staff and the students at the school. I am based at the school every Tuesday and I have been lucky to have had many opportunities to walk the school with Mr Baker and to get a real
feel for the positive work that students are doing in class. Princes Risborough School is on a positive improvement journey, and I am confident we will see strong personal and academic outcomes for our students.
As the parent of children in year 7 and year 11, I feel perfectly placed to appreciate the feelings of students and
parents in relation to the end of year 6 and the start of the academic year in September. I also know just how
year 11’s and year 13’s are feeling about their examinations this year. Mr Baker and his team are also acutely
aware of this and are making every effort to support your children to settle into a new learning environment for
year 7’s and to ensure our examination students are prepared for the examination process that we will have in
the summer 2021.
As the Chief Executive of Insignis, I am committed to ensuring the Central Team support Mr Baker and his team
to make Princes Risborough the premier school of choice for children and parents in Princes Risborough and
the surrounding areas.
The COVID 19 pandemic, will end and we will get back to a more normal school life this year, hopefully by the
summer term. However we should all be aware that we may have further challenges that we need to overcome
together. I want to thank you for your patience and support during this time. It has not been easy for our community, but by supporting each other, we have made positive progress.
For those of you celebrating Christmas, I want to wish you all a very Happy Christmas. For those of you who
are not, I hope you have a relaxing holiday. Please stay healthy and safe over the
break. We are all looking forward to welcoming pupils back on the 5th of January.
Yours sincerely
Garret Fay
CEO of Insignis Trust
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Open Events
Our open events were
virtual this year. We
started the open week
season off with
launching our PRS
video A big thank you
to all the students who
took part in the filming.
Simon Baker and Mike Durose (Head of Year 7) ran live Zoom Q & A
sessions and we adapted our
website to show an Open Event
Zone with included lots of information about joining PRS, an indepth look at all our subjects and
a virtual tour of the school.
Later in November we ran our
Open Evening for our Sixth Form.
We have also produced our new
Sixth Form prospectus. Thank you to all the students who took part in
the photo shoot.
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Form Time Reading programme
In September we launched our Form Time Reading Programme. So far this term
we have managed to read through an impressive thirty-four books across
Years 7 to 10, exploring a diverse range of topics! Students have filled in Google
Forms to review the books they have read and the feedback is really encouraging. Please remember to ask your child about the book they are reading in Form
Time.
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The Hub with Aspens Catering
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The Hub with Aspens Catering
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Interact Spooky Costume Day: October 2020
Interact, our Sixth Form branch of the Rotary Club, were somewhat apprehensive about the effect that
Covid-19 restrictions might have on their capacity for fund raising. This would seem a pity after all the
effort that had gone into online recruiting as part of the Virtual Sixth Form Induction last summer, resulting in our biggest ever intake of new members with Interact now comprising one in four Sixth Form students.
In previous years, the Year 7 students had enjoyed a
Spooky Disco just before half term and clearly this
wasn't going to be possible this year but Interact wanted to raise money for the Little Princess Trust, a charity which makes real hair wigs for children who had lost
their hair as a result of medical treatments such as
cancer chemotherapy. The Interactors, led by our new
President, Ernesta Palionyte, were absolutely determined that, especially in a time when most charities
have experienced a fall in income, we were not going
to let these sick children down.
A plan was formulated whereby students would pay to wear spooky
costumes, so socially distanced, but an event all students and staff
could take part in [although the general consensus was that some staff
looked scary enough without needing to make any adjustments!]. Students paid a nominal sum of £2 but an appeal was made to students
and parents that donations beyond this would be welcome.
Interact were overwhelmed by the response, with over £1800 being
raised overall. Of this, a massive £600 was raised in the Sixth Form
alone. This grand total should ensure wigs could
be provided for at least three children, a small
contribution in the overall scheme of things but massively important in improving the
mental health and wellbeing of one sick child and thus ensuring a better chance of
a full physical recovery.
Overall then, the balance sheet calls this the most successful year ever for Interact,
even without considering any other fund raising activities but rest assured that it
won't stop there, with plans already afoot for new events in 2021.
Interact would like to take this opportunity to thank all students and parents for their
generosity to the Little Princess Trust. The charity were shocked to hear that a
school in Buckinghamshire had gone away quietly and organised this fund raiser for
their benefit and raised
so much money.
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Artists of the week—click on the picture to expand.

Grace Netherwood

Charlotte Haworth

Lily Taylor

The Girl with a Pearl Earring in monochrome

Monochrome

Natural Forms

Chloe Bird
Natural Forms mind map

Isobel Brown Pen drawing inspired by inspired by the children's illustrator Margery Gill
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Artists of the week—click on the picture to expand.

Peyush Gurung

Sammy Van der Heide

Image of a Gurkha

Pastiche of Lily Seika Jones

Ana Camargo Bryant with
her own interpretation of
psychedelic art completed
in biro
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MFL
French students of the month
September:
1. Talia Etherington
2. Seth Waite

3. Kiano Stevenson
October:
1. Reggie Long
2. Elias Pope

Spanish students of the month

3. Sabian Partridge

September:

November:

2.Ugne Plagaite

1. Joel Cheshire
2. Olivia Ball

1.Liberty Palmer
3.Sophie Calder

3. Yolanda Tolmos-Rodriguez-Prao

October:

December:

2.Ella Taylor

1. Rose Symons
2. Amy-Rose Simmons
3. Faye Moore

1.Lola-Rose Voss
3.Bea Purkiss-Webb
November:
1.Maia McFarland
2.Tom Brooke
3.Arthur Hoyle
December:

1.Scott Walsh
2.Annalise Cordner
3.Autumn Sangster

Congratulations to you all
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Dance
Virtual House Dance Competition 5th November 2020
This year the House Dance competition looked a little different to usual. We held our first virtual competition with participants across all year groups. Mrs Woodley judged the competition for the first time
and was incredibly proud of all the students and the standard of choreography that they produced.
The winners this year were Mae Burton and Liberty Palmer, for their contemporary Duet.
The winning house this year was Chiltern with the most entrants, the house cup is now sporting some
lovely green ribbons.
It is so lovely to see the students show off their talent and confidently perform to a virtual audience!
Well Done!
Please click the links below to see all the entries.
Mae B and Liberty P

Katie B

Izzy C, Alice M, Arabella S and Orla H

Annie W and Lola V

Sophie C, Megan G and Ayla M

Lucy G

Georgia L

Shagun C

Zoonation’s Mad Hatters Tea Party Workshop,13th November 2020
A pandemic will not stop the Dance department from providing opportunities for our students to learn
from professional companies! This year is no exception. We had Jade from the Zoonation company
visit PRS on 13th November to deliver 3 workshops to our BTEC level 2 and 3 students for their exam performance piece. The energy from the students throughout the day was immense! The year 10
students are to be congratulated in particular as some of them joined the workshop via Zoom as they
were isolating at home. The students were real advocates for the schools ‘Positive, Responsible,
Successful’ motto.

Please click either
photo to see a
quick clip.

Dance Clubs After school 2021
In January the Dance Club will be resuming after school, Friday 3:10 - 4pm. This is open to year 7, 8
& 9 students and the different year groups will be kept separated in the sports hall. The club is run by
our lovely year 12 students and will include technique and a routine each week. If you have any
questions please email Mrs Woodley.
Final Call for performers for Formula 1 Grand Prix at Silverstone
There are still a small number of spaces available for the amazing opportunity to perform at the Qualifying day of the Silverstone formula 1 Grand Prix in July. This opportunity is open to all students, if
you would like more information please contact Mrs Woodley: vwoodley@prsbucks.com
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Christmas Concert
Our virtual Christmas Concert went live on Thursday 10th December
and can still be accessed on our school website or by clicking the pictures below. Huge congratulations to all our students who took part
and special thanks to Mr Harrison (sound engineer) and The Performing Arts Department for their
hard work behind the scenes.
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House matters
Photography competition
Thank you to all the students who took part in the House photography competition. The
themes for the competition were
House colours
Acceptance
Positive
Independence
Successful
Employability
Living at the heart of our community

Solidarity
Privilege

Responsible

There was a high standard of entries but with the expert eyes of the Art department the
winners below were chosen:
1st Place

Archie Biggerstaff in 7CQ

2nd Place

Kaitlin Purssell-Mason in 9WL

3rd Place

Evie Giles in 9CQ & Mahima Gurung in 7CH
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House Matters continued
Reverse Advent Calendar
Well, 2020 has been no ordinary year but once again, parents, staff & students at Princes
Risborough School have risen to the challenge and donated generously to support The One
Can Trust in High Wycombe.
Many thanks to all of you for your kind donations and especially to Forms in the Lower school.
Special mention goes to 9PS for the biggest and heaviest box, 7CQ for being the very first
Form to complete their box, Ella Taylor for decorating the 8RW box, Ebony Robin, Mia
Rosser, The Rysdale, The Sinclair & The Wright families as well as the Leadership Team for
their tremendous support. My apologies if I have omitted anyone, we are all winners here.

Joyeux Noël & Bonne Année (hoping for a much happier 2021)
Mme Robson

Merton Road ♦ Princes Risborough ♦ Buckinghamshire ♦ HP27 0DR
01844 345496 ♦ www.princesrisborough.bucks.sch.uk ♦ office@prsbucks.com

P a g e

|

1 4

Aspire & Achieve

School Life

House Matters continued
House Points
ICKNIELD is the winning House for this term. All IN students will be given points
for "Positive Contribution to School life"
Winners for the Hot chocolate & croissants in January 2021 are:
KS3 - 7IN with 3745 points (Year 9 are part of KS3 for this)
KS4 - 10CH with 2102 points
Winning Forms in each Year groups:
Y7

IN 3,744

Y8

WL 3064

Y9

IN 2225

Y10

CH 2102

Y11

IN 1421

Top 3 students overall this term in each House:
Year 11 - Niya Gurung 11WL, Ana Camargo Bryant 11 RW, Oli Jones 11CH
Year 10 - Molly Carter 10CH, Tyra Lewis-Rock 10PS, Hunya Noor Tariq 10CH
Year 9 - Liberty Palmer 9IN, Lola Voss 9IN , Evie Giles 9CQ
Year 8 - Maia McFarland 8RW, Scott Walsh 8IN, Hollie Worley 8RW
Year 7 - Sophie Calder 7CH, Alfie Toovey 7IN, Bea Purkiss-Webb 7IN
Well done to all!
Mme Robson, House Champion
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Congratulations to:
On the morning of the 9th of October, Princes Risborough school had the greatest pleasure of welcoming our
local MP, Greg Smith, through our doors. A socially distanced meeting was organised by the student council,
Head and Deputy Head students included, to question the MP about his day to day life and what it’s like to be a
member of parliament.
It was a great opportunity for us as we got to know more about our local MP and how politics works at a local
level. Furthermore it was really beneficial for many of the students who have a future interest in going into a political/law line of work to gain a deeper insight into that field.
We asked the students to come up with at least one question to ask Greg Smith and some questions were rather more comical than others. For example; What do you need to do to become an MP?, Do you have any advice on how to speak in front of an audience?, How can young people get more involved with politics and a favourite of the groups, If you were stranded on a deserted island and could only have one person with you, who
would you choose out of Theresa May, David Cameron and Boris Johnson? His chose Boris Johnson.
The overall feedback from students who took part was that he was very enthusiastic about being a Member of
Parliament and politics in general also he was immensely encouraging towards school age pupils getting more
involved with politics. A comment from one of the Deputy head students was that “The meeting with the MP was
very encouraging and eye opening: he spoke to us about building confidence, how he came to be an MP and
what the students can do to influence politics. What has stayed with me since the meeting is that he told us not
to believe all the information that is fed to us but to research it and form our own opinions and ideas”
We hope as a student body that we can have more opportunities like this through the school in the future.
Willow Randall.

New Bins
Last year Princes Risborough Town Mayor, Matthew Walsh visited PRS to
witness an important vote. The School Council presented two projects for year 7
students to vote on which were to be funded by the Town Council. The winning
vote was for more recycling bins around the school.

Merton Road ♦ Princes Risborough ♦ Buckinghamshire ♦ HP27 0DR
01844 345496 ♦ www.princesrisborough.bucks.sch.uk ♦ office@prsbucks.com

P a g e

|

1 6

Aspire & Achieve

Community
Donation—Thank you to Risborough 2gether and Art & Office
We were fortunate enough to be gifted £600 worth of art equipment from a local youth project called Risborough 2gether. These were kindly donated by Joy, who runs the project
and were for the SEND students to use during lockdown and with their Art coursework. Art
& Office also played a part as they gave Joy a good discount.

Year 7s sparking and spreading
positivity in the local area.
This term our year 7s worked hard to spark and spread
positivity in our local community. They
spent their form times making positivity
posters and word searches to share their
thoughts and messages. The posters
were taken to care homes in the local area to brighten the day of the residents.
“I just want to say a big thank you to your
Year 7's for taking the time and making
our nursing home a poster which we now
have up on our Activities board for everyone to see.” Cherry Tree Nursing Home
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Christ – Maths Challenge

Taking Maths out of the classroom
Student View –
Thomas Stevens

Teacher View –
Mr McFerran

Earlier in the autumn term we
took our maths lesson on perimeter and area outside of
the classroom and measured
the sports hall, Turning circle
and upper playground.
We measured the area and
perimeter using our steps
after we had measured the
length of ten of our steps in
the classroom so we could
multiply that by the number
of steps to give us our measurements.
After we had walked around
the edge of the areas we were
doing we went back in to calculate our distances. When
we had done that we proceeded to make a scale drawing of the 3 zones on one
piece of paper with the same
scale and they all had to fit.

In an attempt to have a
memorable and fun lesson
my Year 8 class and I decided
to create a scale drawing of
part of the school. The lesson
was structured in a way that
allowed us to be outside of
the classroom and walking
around the school grounds.
The lesson involved averages,
multiplication, division, addition, subtractions, measuring, outliers, estimation,
scale, drawing, interpreting
tables and exercise – a well
packed lesson!
The lesson was a great success and I plan to have another lesson outside the
classroom in the near future,
this will involve gigantic sized
Venn Diagrams!!
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Reminders
From 5th January 2021, we will require students to change for their PE lessons.
Students will be expected to arrive at school every day in full school uniform.
Students will be separated into year group classes and have a changing plan
for the changing rooms. Procedures will also be in place to clean the changing
rooms through the school day. It is important students stick to the changing plan
and to change efficiently so they are ready for their lesson.

Car parking in Clifford Road, New Road and Hawthorne Road
We recently shared our school travel plan with all parents/carers.
The plan can also be viewed on our website.
Driving to school
We understand that sometimes there is no alternative to driving to school.
 Where a car must be used we ask parents to drive only part of the way, and drop their
child(ren) off away from the school so that some of the journey can be walked
 We ask parents to drop their child off in the town centre on the side of the main A4010 that
the school is on. Suggestions are made that Horn’s Lane car park is a good location
 We specifically ask parents not to park in or drop off on Merton Road, Clifford Road or
Hawthorn Road.
 If you do have to drive your child(ren) and stop in the near vicinity please do so legally,
safely and with respect for our neighbours and local residents
 It is not acceptable to park or wait on double yellow lines, on the school zigzags or
across residential driveways for any period of time.

Big thank you to K & B Butchers
in Princes Risborough for their
continued support to our school.
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Notices
Key Dates for the Spring Term:
INSET Day

ALL

4th January 2021

Spring Term starts

ALL

5th January 2021

Internal Mock Exams

Years 12 & 13

6th Jan—22nd Jan
2021

Spring Half Term

ALL

15th—19th February
2021

Internal Mock Exams

Year 11

22nd Feb—12th March
2021

Last day of term

All

1st April 2021

12:35

The full School Calendar for 2020—2021 is available on
our website.

Christmas card
designed by
Ella Taylor
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