
SUBJECT:  BUSINESS  

LEVEL:  A’ LEVEL 

EXAM BOARD: AQA 

REASONS FOR STUDYING THIS COURSE: 

The course allows students to develop an understanding of up-to-date and 
contemporary business concepts with a particular focus on business decision making. 
Students will learn to use a variety of quantitative decision making techniques that will 
not only help them when studying the course but also for entering the world of work. 
Students will study different approaches to marketing, human resource management, 
operations and finance as well as an in-depth look at strategic decision making and 
corporate change management.  

OPPORTUNITIES: 

An A’ Level in Business allows students to have access to a wide range of possible 
careers and higher education opportunities.  Students will acquire a variety of 
transferable skills throughout the course that will benefit them in the world of work, 
whatever they choose to do. Students will develop analytical, evaluative and 
quantitative reasoning skills that are in great demand in industry and are universities 
and colleges as being of great value. 

  

AREAS OF STUDY: 

You will study four themes of work.   

Year 1 – Decision making to improve performance. 

Students will study a brief introduction to business that looks into the nature of decision 
making, key business stakeholders and the importance of legal ownership. Then study 
decision making in the four functional areas in more depth: marketing, finance, human 
resources and operations.  

Year 2 – Business strategy and decision making   

Students build on their knowledge from year 1 by looking at how all of the functional 
areas together, allowing for synoptic decision making. Then students will study the 
different strategies for business success with focus on strategic position, direction and 
the management of any change.  

Students are assessed by three externally set examinations.  

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS: 



Prior study of Business is not essential. Normal Sixth Form entry requirements plus at 
least a 6 in English or a similar subject involving essay writing (this does not have to be 
Business GCSE) and at least a 6 in Maths.  

SPECIAL OPPORTUNITIES: 

Students are expected to get involved with a number of business projects that the 
school runs allowing them to put theory into practice.   
 


