
 

SUBJECT: Drama 

LEVEL: BTEC Extended Certificate 

EXAM BOARD: EDEXCEL PEARSON 

REASONS FOR STUDYING THIS COURSE: 
BTEC Extended Certificate is designed to provide students with a wide variety of 
performance and appreciation skills that can be taken into higher education and is an 
excellent progression from the BTEC TECH award. 
  
This course is the equivalent of 1 A-level so can be combined with other complementary 
subjects within sixth form study. It allows you to develop your style as an individual 
performer and develop your skills ready for vocational courses or degree level study. 
 

This course has a practical focus with 2 of the 3 units being coursework based. 
The technique workshops will focus on developing characterisation, stage presence and …….. 
 

OPPORTUNITIES: 
This course can lead into Degree courses in Drama, performing arts and arts administration. 
This qualification is also a good grounding for Drama teaching qualifications with LAMDA. 
This could also lead to full time vocational training at places such as: LAMDA, RADA, 
Guildford School of Acting. 
 

AREAS OF STUDY: 
Unit 1: Investigating practitioners work (externally set and assessed). 
We investigate the work of performing arts practitioners and develop critical analysis skills 
and contextual understanding of how practitioners communicate themes in their work. We 
look at: Stanislavski, Brecht, Berkoff, Boal and Frantic Assembly 

 

Unit 2: Developing skills and techniques for live performance (internally assessed)  
Exploring technical performance skills with a focus on developing skills and techniques in at 
least two different performance styles. 
 

Unit 3: Group performance workshop (Externally set and assessed) work collaboratively to 
create a performance in response to a given stimulus. 
 

Improvisation- practical exploration of improvisation techniques based on a range of stimuli.  

Dance and Drama are excellent complementary subjects to study alongside each other, if 
both subjects are chosen then additional units are studied in one of the subjects to take the 
qualification to 2 A-level equivalents and therefore a National Diploma in Performing Arts is 
studied. 
 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS: 
Normal Sixth Form entry requirements plus some drama experience, either GCSE, BTEC or 
outside drama lessons.  (Entry requirements are occasionally negotiable). 
 

SPECIAL OPPORTUNITIES: 
Theatre visits, specialist workshops and performance opportunities. 



 


