
SUBJECT: HISTORY 

LEVEL: A’ LEVEL 

EXAM BOARD: EDEXCEL 

REASONS FOR STUDYING THIS COURSE: 
History is a fascinating subject to study at A’ Level and offers students a highly valued 
and respected qualification which is versatile in terms of the doors it can open at 
university. 
  
The study of History at A’ Level develops the ability of students to gain both a breadth 
and depth of historical knowledge, be able to explain and debate using supporting 
evidence and undertake independent research.  
  
You will study key events and historical themes in British, Russian and American 
History through a mixture of discussion and source based class work. Assessment will 
be through a combination of coursework and written examinations. 
  
The British History module consists of the study of Monarchical and Republican rule 
in Britain in the seventeenth century. You will learn about the fall of Charles I and the 
English Civil War; Republican rule under Cromwell and the restoration of the Monarchy. 
The Russian History module deals with the demise of the Tsarist State and the 
creation of the Soviet State from 1894 to 1924. You will learn about revolutionary 
activity in Russia in the years 1894-1917; the response of successive governments to 
opposition to their rule; and the consolidation of the revolution of October 1917 under 
Lenin and the Bolsheviks - events that affected not just Russia but the entire world. 
The American History module explores civil rights and race relations in the USA 
between 1850 and 2009. You will learn about the changing geography of the civil rights 
issue; the changing portrayal of civil rights issues in fiction and film; and various depth 
studies concerning the move towards greater equality including the civil rights 
movement under Martin Luther King and Barack Obama’s successful 2008 presidential 
election campaign. 
The Coursework module comprises the analysis and evaluation of interpretations of 
British foreign and imperial policy between 1880 and 1990. You will learn about the 
scramble for Africa, the First World War, the Second World War, Britain and the Cold 
War and Decolonisation and the end of Empire. This is an internally assessed 
coursework unit. 
  
A keen interest in History is essential. Moreover, wide background reading is necessary 
in order to achieve competence in this course. For success in A’ Level History, good 
essay writing skills are also required. 
  
AREAS OF STUDY: 
*Paper One: Breadth Study with Interpretations (Britain, 1625-1701: Conflict, 
Revolution and Settlement) 

* Paper Two: Depth Study (Russia in Revolution, 1894-1924) 

*  Paper Three: Themes in Breadth with Aspects in Depth (Civil Rights and Race 
Relations in the USA, 1850-2009) 

       Coursework (British Imperial and Foreign Policy, c.1880-1990) 

  
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS: 



Normal Sixth Form entry requirements apply. Prior study of GCSE History is not 
essential.  Minimum grade 6 in GCSE History or a similar essay based subject.  
 


