
 
 

SUBJECT: PSYCHOLOGY 

LEVELS: A’ LEVEL 

EXAM BOARD: OCR 

REASONS FOR STUDYING THIS COURSE:  
 

Psychology is an interesting, challenging and exceptionally useful subject which is 
advantageous to a wide variety of different careers. Psychology will help students to 
develop a scientific understanding of human behaviour and help to develop the critical 
thinking and research methodology skills necessary for many degree level courses. 
Psychology can be useful in any job which involves dealing with people. Those intending 
to work in the caring professions, the police force and other services, as well as those 
aiming to work in the media, sports psychology, personnel, marketing, sales and market 
research will find something of relevance and interest in Psychology.  
 

AREAS OF STUDY:  
 

AS OCR H167 

This qualification is assessed by two exams at the end of the first year. 
One paper tests students’ ability to understand and evaluate methods used in 
Psychology to test hypotheses.  In preparation for this, students will be expected to 
design, conduct and evaluate their own investigations.  They will be required to analyse 
data and to present it in appropriate forms. 
The exam lasts 90 minutes and is worth 75 marks. 
The second paper tests the students’ knowledge and understanding of 10 core studies-
one classic study and one modern study from each of 5 psychological approaches: 
Cognitive Psychology/Developmental Psychology/Biological Psychology/Individual 
Differences and, finally, Social Psychology. 
Please note that not all students will be expected to take the AS exam. 
 

A’ Level OCR H 568. After 2 years, students will be presented for the terminal 
examinations. There is a 2 hour research method worth 90 marks, 30% of the 
qualification. 
There is a 2 hour paper worth 105 marks, 35% of the qualification, testing knowledge, 
understanding and application of Psychological Core Studies. 
The final 105 mark paper, lasting 2 hours and worth 35%of the qualification, is 
examining topics in applied and clinical Psychology. 
 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS:  
  
As this is a challenging course, minimum grade 6 in GCSE English Language, 
Literature,  Mathematics and Science is required. You do not need to have studied 
Psychology before. 
 


