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1. Aims

The aim of this Policy is to clarify the School’s approach to drugs for all students, staff,
parents /carers, external agencies and the wider community.

In writing this Policy Princes Risborough School recognises that all drugs have the
potential to harm: but some drugs are more harmful than others. For a small number of
people, drugs lead to serious and far reaching consequences not only for themselves, but
their families, communities and society in general. For young people drugs can impact
upon their education, their relationships with peers and families and prevent them
reaching their full potential.

This Policy is designed to complement the existing School Behaviour Policy. Copies of this
are available upon request.

This Policy applies to all students attending the school and whilst they are travelling to
and from the school. In addition, the Policy applies to all students undertaking enrichment
activities off site e.g. school trips, sports fixtures etc.

All teaching and non-teaching staff can access this Policy from the Policies File located on
line

2. Designated Teacher and Governor

The designated member of staff with responsibility for drug awareness and education is
Mr M Durose (Assistant Headteacher)

3. Healthy Schools Standard

Princes Risborough School is committed to achieving the Healthy Schools Standard. In
developing this policy, Governors have recognised that the contents of the policy should
reflect the ethos of Healthy Schools Standard.

4. Definition

It should be noted that for the purpose of this Policy the term drug relates to:

“A substance people take to change the way they feel, think or behave”

United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime

Illegal drugs are those controlled by the “Misuse of Drugs Act 1971”.

Legal drugs are those such as alcohol, tobacco, volatile substances that can be inhaled,
legal highs and alkyl nitrites (known as poppers).

This Policy uses the term “drug” to refer to any legal drugs, including alcohol and tobacco,
all illegal drugs, volatile substances and over-the-counter and prescription medicines.

5. Aims of Drug Education at Princes Risborough School

Drug education is a major component of drug prevention. Princes Risborough School
seeks to deliver drug education to all students across our curriculum.

Drug education at Princes Risborough School seeks to increase students’ knowledge and
understanding and clarify misunderstandings about:

● The short and long term effects and risk of drugs
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● The rules & laws relating to drugs
● The impact of drugs on individuals, families and communities
● The prevalence and acceptability of drug use among peers
● The complex moral, social, emotional and political issues surrounding drugs

Drug education at Princes Risborough School seeks to develop students’ personal and
social skills to make informed decisions and keep themselves safe and healthy including:

● Assessing, avoiding and managing risk
● Communicating effectively
● Resisting pressures
● Finding information and advice
● Devising problem –solving and coping strategies
● Developing self -awareness and self- esteem

Drugs education at Princes Risborough School enables students to explore their own and
other peoples’ attitudes to drugs, drug use and drug users including challenging
stereotypes, and exploring media and social influences.

Students need a growing breadth and depth of information, and exploration of the
circumstances and situations in which knowledge may be applied and becomes of key
importance. It is developed through reflection, discussion and experience.  Outside
speakers and agencies are also used where appropriate to enhance the learning
experience for students.

At Key Stage 3 students learn more about the effects and risks of drugs and the law
relating to drugs. They learn the skills to recognise and manage risk and to resist
pressures. They continue to develop the skills to make choices for a healthy lifestyle and
learn about where to go for help and advice.

At Key Stage 4 students build upon their knowledge and learn more about the effects of
drugs misuse on family, friends, community and society. They gain greater understanding
through clarifying their opinions and attitudes in discussions and debates considering the
consequences of their decisions.

Students with special educational needs should receive their entitlement to drug
education. This may require particular aspects of the programme to be emphasised/
expanded or given more /less time. Materials from an earlier or later key stage may be
used or adapted. Some students may need to revisit knowledge and skills in different
contexts.

Staff delivering Drugs Education will receive support in the planning, delivery assessment
and evaluation of the programmes of study.

6. Investigating Incidents

The school will investigate, as appropriate, reported allegations regarding the misuse of
drugs.

Staff will receive adequate and relevant training for the conduct of such investigations.

Where it is appropriate to do so, the school will inform the Police and other relevant
bodies of incidents.

The school will complete investigations within a reasonable timescale.
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Appropriate feedback from any investigation will be provided to the appropriate persons
together with recommendations for action.

A copy of the results of any investigation will be held on record until such time as the
student leaves the school. Where an investigation finds there is no case to be heard, the
report will be held by the school but will not be kept within the student’s individual file.

7. School Policy Relating to Administering Medication to Students

It is recognised that there are some students who may need to carry medication with
them during the school day, e.g. inhalers for asthma. Students must carry, handle and use
such medicines in a safe manner.

All other medication that students may be required to take during the day should be
handed to the Welfare Officer in reception who will supervise students when they are
required to take the medication. Students from the Social Communication Base will hand
their medication to the designated adult for the student who will supervise the
administration of the medication.

Staff are not permitted to administer medication such as Paracetamol during the school
day without the written permission of parents.

Key staff have been trained in the administering of Epipens for students with severe
allergies.

A register of those students who are diabetic or who have severe allergies is held by the
Welfare Officer and the school office.

8. School Policy Relating to Smoking and Smoking Materials

Princes Risborough School is a designated non-smoking area.

Students are not permitted to bring tobacco, cigarettes and other smoking related
materials (including Vaping and Sisha pens as an example but not exhaustive list) into
school.

Any student found with any of the above materials will be sanctioned in accordance with
the School Behaviour Policy. It should be noted that this might result in a fixed term
suspension and in some circumstances permanent suspension from the school.

If staff suspect that a student may be in possession of tobacco, cigarettes and/ or
smoking materials they will instruct a student to empty the contents of their bags and
pockets in order to ascertain if they have such materials on them. A second member of
staff should be present when the student is requested to empty the contents of their bag
and pockets. There is a bag search proforma to be complete when this happens and the
student must sign.

Staff will confiscate any tobacco, cigarettes and / or smoking materials found in the
possession of students.

Confiscated items will be held until a parent collects them or will be destroyed in
accordance with parental instruction received by the school. No confiscated tobacco,
cigarettes and /or smoking materials will be returned directly to students.

The School will discuss the use of internal and external support for the student if
appropriate e.g. smoking cessation programmes.

9. School Policy Relating to Alcohol
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Students are not permitted to bring alcohol or alcohol based substances into school.

Any student found with the above materials will be sanctioned in accordance with the
School Behaviour Policy. It should be noted that this is likely to include a lengthy fixed
term suspension.

If staff suspects that a student may be in possession of alcohol or alcohol based materials
they will instruct a student to empty the contents of their bags and pockets in order to
ascertain if they have such materials on them. A second member of staff should be
present when the student is requested to empty the contents of their bag and pockets.
Students can expect to be asked to remove their shoes and socks if it is felt necessary. It
is essential that two members of staff are present during the search.

Staff will confiscate any alcohol or alcohol based materials found in the possession of
students.

Confiscated items will be held until a parent collects them or will be destroyed in
accordance with parental instruction received by the school. No confiscated materials will
be returned directly to the student.

The school will discuss the use of outside agencies in supporting the student if
appropriate.

The Headteacher should be informed. In the absence of the Headteacher, the Deputy
Headteacher should be informed.

10. School Policy Relating to Other Legal Drugs

See policy for smoking, smoking materials and alcohol as above.

11. School Policy Relating to Legal Highs

Students are not permitted to bring into school any legal highs.

Students are not permitted to supply legal highs to other students.

If staff suspect that a student may be in possession of a legal high or be supplying them
to others they will request the immediate assistance of the designated member of staff
with responsibility for drugs or in their absence a senior member of staff.  The designated
teacher or senior member of staff will instruct the student to empty the contents of their
bags and pockets in order to ascertain if they have such materials on them. Students can
expect to be asked to remove their shoes and socks if it is felt necessary. It is essential
that two members of staff are present during the search.

Any legal highs that are found will be confiscated and a record made of what has been
confiscated.

The Headteacher should be informed. In the absence of the Headteacher, the Deputy
Headteacher should be informed.

The Police and parents of the student will be notified by the School.

12. School Policy Relating to Illegal Drugs

Students are not permitted to bring into school any illegal drugs or substances.

Students are not permitted to supply illegal drugs or substances to other students.
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If staff suspect that a student may be in possession of an illegal drug or substance or
supplying them to others they will request the immediate assistance of the designated
member of staff with responsibility for drugs or in their absence a senior member of staff.
The designated teacher or senior member of staff will instruct the student to empty the
contents of their bags and pockets in order to ascertain if they have such materials on
them. Students can expect to be asked to remove their shoes and socks if it is felt
necessary. It is essential that two members of staff are present during the search.

Any drugs or substances that are found will be confiscated and a record made of what has
been confiscated.

The Headteacher should be informed. In the absence of the Headteacher, the Deputy
Headteacher should be informed.

The Police and parents of the student will be notified by the School.

Any student found in possession of an illegal drug or substance will be sanctioned in
accordance with the School Behaviour Policy. This is likely to be a lengthy fixed term
suspension and possibly permanent suspension.

Any student found suspected of taking and/or supplying illegal drugs or substances will be
sanctioned in accordance with the School Behaviour Policy. This is likely to be a lengthy
fixed term exclusion and possibly permanent exclusion.

Any student suspected of taking drugs on the first offense could be permanently
suspended.

The school will discuss the use of outside agencies in supporting the student if
appropriate.

13. Drug Situations – Medical Emergencies

A copy of procedures for medical emergencies involving the use of drugs can be found in
Appendix 1 of this Policy.

14. Confidentiality

In managing drug awareness and drug education staff cannot and must not promise total
confidentiality to students. Staff cannot negate their responsibility in relation to child
protection, to police investigations, or referral to external agencies. Staff should be
encouraged to secure the agreement of students to the way in which the school intends to
use sensitive information. In exceptional circumstances, sensitive information may be
passed on against the student’s wishes. Staff will endeavour to explain to the student why
this needs to happen. These exceptions are where there are child protection issues and
where the withholding of information would endanger an individual(s) lives.

15. Reviewing Policy

This policy will be reviewed annually against key improvement objectives, which include:

● Changes in Government policy
● Staff support and training needs
● Equal opportunities
● Effectiveness of the Policy in promoting drug awareness and drug education

programmes and the management of drug related issues

16. Version Control
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Date Circulation Amendments to previous version
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Appendix 1 Drug Situations – Medical Emergencies

The procedures for an emergency apply when a person is at immediate risk of harm.  A
person who is unconscious, having trouble breathing, seriously confused or disoriented or
who has taken a harmful toxic substance, should be responded to as an emergency.

Your main responsibility is for any pupil at immediate risk, but you
also need to ensure the wellbeing and safety of others.  Put into
practice your school’s first aid procedures.  If in any doubt, call

medical help.

Always:

● Assess the situation
● If a medical emergency, send for medical help and ambulance

Before assistance arrives

If the person is conscious:

● Ask them what has happened and identify any drug used
● Collect any drug sample and any vomit for medical analysis
● Do not induce vomiting
● Do not chase or over-excite them if intoxicated from inhaling a volatile substance
● Keep them under observation, warm and quiet

If the person is unconscious:

● Ensure that they can breathe and place in the recovery position
● Do not move them if a fall is likely to have led to spinal or other serious injury

which may not be obvious
● Do not give anything by mouth
● Do not attempt to make them sit or stand
● Do not leave them unattended or in the charge of another pupil
● Notify parents/carers

For needle stick (sharps) injuries:

● Wash with soap and water. Dry and apply waterproof dressing
● If used/dirty needle, seek advice from a doctor

When medical help arrives

● Pass on any information available, including vomit and any drug samples
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Complete a medical record form as soon as you have dealt with the emergency.

(Adapted from: The Right Responses (DrugScope, 1999)
‘Drugs’ refers to all drugs including medicines, volatile substances, alcohol, tobacco and illegal drugs
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