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1. Introduction 

Included in this policy are Princes Risborough School statements concerning the Curriculum. 

 

2. Inclusion  

The Academy has a responsibility to be an inclusive educational institution where all students are 
valued and progress effectively.  Meeting the legal needs of students, staff, governors and visitors are 
important factors for the Academy’s inclusive ethos.  Central to the Academy’s Inclusion Policy is the 
need to provide a broad and balanced curriculum for all students. The National Curriculum is seen as a 
starting point for planning a curriculum, which meets all the needs of individuals, groups and cohorts of 
students within the constraints of the institution and its budget. 

3. Aim  

Our curriculum aims to develop successful learners, confident individuals and responsible citizens in 

preparation for their adult life as effective members of the global community. It promotes the spiritual, 

moral, social, cultural, mental and physical development of all students. The curriculum is designed to 

engage all students and create a personalised learning experience for every student. Extended 

curricular activities are considered to be an integral part of the curriculum to enhance social and 

cultural development which is reflected in the Academy’s ‘Enrichment Hour’ programme, visits and 

trips. These range from a wide variety of sporting activities to computer clubs, drama productions, ski 

trips and opportunities for work related learning etc.  
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4. Practice  

In Years 7 & 8 students follow a common curriculum that meets the requirements of the National 

Curriculum for the core and specialist subjects. Delivery styles vary across departments and particularly 

for students following the ‘Supported Curriculum’ pathway in Yr7.  

ICT, Literacy, Numeracy and Citizenship are incorporated into schemes of Learning across the 

Academy. ICT is also taught across years 7 and 8 as a separate subject. Students are taught in set 

ability groups in English, Mathematics and Science. Movement between sets occurs as necessary to 

ensure that students are learning at a level where they are stretched and challenged. Students are 

taught in mixed ability groups for their other subjects. RE and Health and Wellbeing (PSHE) are taught 

explicitly as stand alone subjects. 

Differentiation within lessons and other activities provides access to the curriculum for students of all 

abilities across all subjects. This will come from regular departmental monitoring as well as lesson 

observations and the curriculum plan as a whole. Enrichment and extension activities are provided for 

all students alongside support, both individual and group, where appropriate.  

In order to improve access for learners a three year Key Stage 4 Programme of Study begins in Year 9. 

As well as highly academic subjects the wide range of options offered, includes those of a more 

applied, or vocational nature such as Construction Skills. As in Key Stage 3 students are set according 

to ability in English, Mathematics and Science.  

For Post 16 students the Sixth Form provides Level 3 courses. At Level 3 students can take traditional 

academic A Levels and BTEC courses in a wide range of subjects, including ‘applied' subjects. All Sixth 

Form students follow a programme of Personal and Skills Development which can include an Extended 

Project which broadens their independent learning.  

In all years cross-curricular themes are addressed throughout the curriculum as well as through Health 

and Wellbeing and Citizenship lessons. Work Related Learning and Enterprise Education are 

integrated into schemes of work supported by a series of stand-alone events.  
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Learning & Teaching 

Aims 
To ensure that the quality of learning and teaching across the Academy is consistent and rigorous, 
celebrates success, challenges underachievement and raises student performance by allowing all 
individuals to fulfil their potential. 

Strategies 

1) Planning & Preparation 

 The Academy will provide a broad, balanced and relevant curriculum that meets all statutory 
requirements. It will be supported by Enrichment activities out of lessons. 

 The curriculum will be supported by schemes of learning that are flexible and identify routes for 
progression, communicate these to students and develop learning resources to facilitate this 
progress. 

 

2) Learning & Teaching  

 Successful teaching and learning requires careful planning based upon clear objectives, which are 
shared with students.  

 The purpose of each lesson is made clear - students need to know expected learning outcomes 
and have the resources available to support their learning  

 Appropriate learning experiences are planned using a variety of strategies and differentiation to 
ensure the curriculum is accessible and meets the needs of all students. 

  Teachers will use exemplar materials and demonstrations so that the students understand what is 
required to achieve particular levels/grades. 

 Learning experiences draw on student's own experiences or existing knowledge and provide a 
range of opportunities for students to learn, practise and demonstrate skills, attitudes and 
knowledge and understanding.  

 Lessons should be as proactive as possible and draw upon the full range of teaching methods  

 Time is given for students to reflect, consolidate and apply their learning and to review it.  

 Students are encouraged to take responsibility for their own learning and to record their own 
progress.  

 Attention is given to developing a safe, calm, purposeful and stimulating classroom climate which is 
free from stress and anxiety.  

 ICT will be used appropriately to enhance the variety of students' learning experiences. 

 ·Resources and classroom management will be used to maximise mixed gender learning. 

 Homework, supported self study, extension work and student 'self evaluation and target setting' will 
be used to develop autonomous learning. See Appendix 2 

 

The Learning Environment 

 Displays will be updated on a regular basis to create a stimulating learning environment. 

 Samples of marked students' work from a range of abilities will be available in the classrooms to 
support learning. 

 Subject specific key words and student friendly level/grade descriptors will be displayed in each 
classroom and referred to so that students understand them. 

 A clean and vibrant environment will be provided to encourage learning.  
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Marking & Assessment 

 A variety of assessment methods will be used to enable students to demonstrate their knowledge, 
understanding and skills. See Marking Policy for more details. 

Monitoring & Promoting Progress 

 Baseline assessment data will be provided at the beginning of each Key Stage to identify each 
student's potential for that Key Stage. This will be defined as ‘expected’ and ‘above expected’ 
progress. 

 Tracking of each student's performance will be used throughout each Key Stage to monitor 
progress so that appropriate support, strategies and targets can be provided to enhance students' 
performance. 

  Tutors, students and parents will work in partnership to identify strategies for progression. 

Exam Preparation 

 Students will be made aware of the criteria for success in examinations. 

 Students will be provided with a coursework programme that avoids periods of congestion. 

 Students will be provided with revision programmes and exam practice/techniques. Including mock 
exams. 

 

Policy Monitoring & Evaluation 
This policy will be monitored and evaluated by Team Leaders, Leadership Team and through ½ termly 
lesson observations, staff performance management reviews and examination performance analysis.  

Governors will be involved in the monitoring and evaluation process through feedback to the 
appropriate committees. 
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Home-learning 

What is Home-learning?  

‘Home-Learning is any activity which students are expected to complete outside of their lesson time. As 

a general rule, students should expect the following home learning.  These times are an approximate 

guidance. 

Year 7                                   1 ½ hour per night 

Year 8                                   1 ½ hour per night 

Year 9                                   1½ to 2 hours per night 

Year 10 & 11                         2+ hours per night (This will vary according to GCSE coursework tasks) 

Year 12 & 13                     Sixth form students have a different method of recording their work.  Their 

home-learning and work commitments will vary according to the course they are pursuing. 

 

The purpose of home-learning:  

 Develop skills confidence and motivation which will support independent lifelong learning.  

 Enable students to manage their time and the demands of coursework effectively. 

 Consolidate, reinforce and extend classroom learning.  

 Enable parents to become more directly involved in their children's learning  
 

  Tasks that are not appropriate for home-learning include:- 

 Simply ‘Finishing off’ work started in class 

 Worksheets that are not suitably differentiated  
 

Roles and Responsibilities:  

 

Students:  Parent:  Tutor: Teacher:  

Record all pieces 

of home-learning in 

study planner.  

See teacher before 

deadline if help is 

required.  

Complete all 

pieces on time to 

the best of their 

ability.  

To provide a 

peaceful place for 

students to study.  

To show an 

interest and 

encourage 

students with their 

home-learning.  

To check study 

planners and/or 

online Google 

home-learning 

calendar weekly 

and to sign them. 

 

To check study 

planners weekly to 

ensure that home-

learning is being 

set and recorded 

and completed.  

To liaise with 

subject leaders and 

year leaders when 

there is  

a concern.  

To contact parents 

if students are not 

doing home-

learning in a 

number of subjects  

Set and record on the 

Google home-learning 

Calendar. 

Ensure that students have 

planners out at the start of 

each lesson ready to 

record at an appropriate 

time.  

Ensure that all pieces of 

home-learning are 

appropriate to meet the 

individual needs of all 

students.  

All pieces of home-learning 

are identified in schemes of 

work.  

Home-learning is marked 

regularly and where 
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appropriate feedback is 

given (including parents, 

via planners or 

telephoning, if it is not 

done.)  

Monitoring and Marking of homework:  

 Home-Learning will be checked and assessed accordingly, using a variety of means. Where 
appropriate feedback is given and targets should be set at the assessment points during the 
academic year.  

 Year leaders will monitor the amount of home-learning being set in their year group.  

 Subject leaders will monitor the setting and marking of home-learning in their teams.  

 Subject teams will agree clear sanctions for when home-learning is continually not being 
completed.  
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PSHE; Personal, Social, Health and Economic Education 

PSHE is taught under the banner of Health and Wellbeing in Key Stage 3, it is integral to the personal, 

social, health and economic wellbeing of students and an essential part of every student's curriculum. 

Our programme is tailored to reflect the needs of our students across all key stages. We aim to deliver 

a fun, enjoyable programme that enhances students’ self-esteem and autonomy and to prepare them 

with the necessary communicative and social skills needed in life to make well informed, safe and 

healthy choices.  

This is reflected in the supportive and inclusive Academy ethos. Our PSHE programme builds on the 

statutory content already outlined in the National Curriculum and in statutory guidance on drug 

education, financial education, sex and relationship education (SRE) and the importance of physical 

activity and diet for a healthy lifestyle.  

 

PSHE and Citizenship is delivered through all aspects of the Academy's ethos, life and curriculum. 

Section 1 of the Education Reform Act 1993 requires us to provide a broad and balanced curriculum 

which also:  

• Promotes the spiritual, moral, cultural and physical development of students  

• Prepares students for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of adult life  

The Aims of PSHE and Citizenship 

 To provide opportunities for all students to learn, achieve and develop self-confidence, self-
worth and self-esteem  

 Provide essential knowledge, skills and understanding relating to a student's spiritual, moral, 
social and cultural development  

 To prepare all students for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of life  
 To develop skills relating to problem solving, critical analysis and conflict resolution to help 

students make independent and informed decisions  
 To encourage personal autonomy and self-reliance  
 To develop the ability to assimilate knowledge, to study independently and to have a positive 

attitude towards lifelong learning  
 To introduce and develop an understanding of democratic processes and the implications of 

working together and sharing  
 To help students develop a personal philosophy of life which reflects spiritual and moral values  
 To assist students in understanding the significance of aesthetic and spiritual dimensions of 

experience  
 To encourage students to take responsibility for the choices and decisions related to their 

career development  
 To promote responsible attitudes towards the maintenance of good health through an 

understanding of the factors contributing to healthy lifestyles  
 To provide the opportunity for exploration of values and attitudes and the growth of skills 

necessary to build relationships, communicate and make decisions  
 To encourage students to develop self-awareness and skills in social interaction while 

respecting the attitudes and beliefs of others in a multi-cultural, multi-faith society  
 To encourage a respect for the natural environment together with an appreciation of the natural 

world  
 To enable students to cope confidently with change and to actively seek involvement in the 

change process  
 To provide opportunities for the enrichment of interpersonal relationships  
 To develop students understanding of their roles and responsibilities as citizens  
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Alongside these key aspects students will also develop knowledge and understanding of what are 
described as fundamental British values. The list below, which covers aspects not previously listed, is 
taken from the Department for Education guidance published November 2014.   
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/380595/SMSC_Guidanc
e_Maintained_Schools.pdf 
 
• enable students to distinguish right from wrong and to respect the civil and criminal law of England;  
 
• enable students to acquire a broad general knowledge of and respect for public institutions and 
services in England;  
 
• encourage respect for democracy and support for participation in the democratic processes, including 
respect for the basis on which the law is made and applied in England.  
 
• an understanding of how citizens can influence decision-making through the democratic process;  

• an appreciation that living under the rule of law protects individual citizens and is essential for their 
wellbeing and safety;  
an understanding that there is a separation of power between the executive and the judiciary, and that 
while some public bodies such as the police and the army can be held to account through Parliament, 
others such as the courts maintain independence;  

• an understanding that the freedom to choose and hold other faiths and beliefs is protected in law;  

• an acceptance that other people having different faiths or beliefs to oneself (or having none) should 
be accepted and tolerated, and should not be the cause of prejudicial or discriminatory behaviour; and  

• an understanding of the importance of identifying and combatting discrimination.  
 

Student Structure  

PSHE is taught within the Health and Wellbeing curriculum in KS3; students have 60 minutes a week of 

Health and Wellbeing lessons. Year 8 receive .b mental health resilience lessons for 12 weeks in 

enrichment. Year 9 10 and 11 complete a GCSE course in Citizenship with PSHE lessons built into the 

scheme of work to compliment the exam.  

In addition to taught lessons we welcome speakers into the Academy to talk about, amongst other 

things, Road Safety, Fire Safety, Cancer, Careers, internet safety, equality and diversity and Drugs 

Education.  

Learning and Teaching in PSHE  

PSHE starts in the home where social behaviour and attitudes begin to influence the child. 

PSHE is taught directly and indirectly through the formal curriculum, and informally through the ethos, 

aims, and life of the Academy. All staff, teachers and support staff, contribute, directly and indirectly, to 

the provision of PSHE. The Academy works in partnership with governors, parents and the wider 

community so that what is taught in the Academy can be supported and extended by appropriate 

experiences at home and in the community.  

Many of our students enjoy PSHE and Citizenship because they describe the lessons as “more 

relaxed”. This should always indicate that an effective environment is being achieved. More relaxed 
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does not mean less rigorous; good teaching of PSHE and Citizenship depends on the students feeling 

motivated and safe to express personal opinions and secure enough to have their views challenged.  

Unlike other subjects we are not as bound by content and we deal with issues which are personal and 

emotive. We should be concerned with the “whole child” and, if effective, our efforts should quietly 

facilitate learning across the curriculum and ease our students towards balanced and rational 

adulthood.  

The PSHE programme includes aspects of health, careers and political education, legal and economic 

issues, personal relationships and responsibilities, community and social studies, as well as study 

skills. The course recognizes the importance of students' lives outside and beyond the Academy and 

provides the opportunity for individuals to develop the skills, knowledge, attitudes and understanding 

which are required as they pass through their teenage years and prepare for adult life. This is all done 

in a safe and secure environment.  

Students will be presented with situations in which they have to work with others, to analyse 

information, to consider moral and social dilemmas and to make informed choices and decisions.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Equal Opportunities  

Issues concerning equality are at the core of many topics covered in PSHE. All members of the 

teaching team must remain committed to challenging discrimination in all its forms. The unguarded 

bigotry expressed by a minority, in some discussions, should be calmly and rationally countered by 

open questioning. If constructive ground rules are established emotive issues can and should be 

tackled.  

Discrimination by age, gender, sexuality, race and religion are all considered in the schemes of work. 

The PSHE department fully endorses the Academy's philosophy and policy on equal opportunities. Our 

aim is to recognize the individual students irrespective of race, gender or special educational needs. 

Similar expectations are set of all students; all students will be given equal access to the materials and 

opportunities within PSHE.  

 

A safe PSHE 

classroom 

climate 

Agreed Language 

Mutual Respect 

Trust & Honesty Open Mindedness 

Agreed Ground rules 
Development of 

Positive Values 

A right to Privacy 
Rational Debate 
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Materials have been carefully selected to reflect a diversity of experiences and background. While 

stereotypical images will be avoided and examples will not be focused or limited to one sex, the PSHE 

programme actively seeks to challenge stereotypes and other issues including racism. See ‘Equality, 

Inclusion, Diversity & Cohesion’ Policy for more information.  
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Religious Education 

Introduction 

Under the Education Act 1996 academies must provide religious education for all registered students, 

although parents can choose to withdraw their children. 

Religious Education is taught with reference to Buckinghamshire's SACRE recommendations which 

reflect the fact that the religious traditions in Great Britain are in the main Christian, whilst taking 

account of the teachings and practices of the other principal religions represented in Great Britain. 

Spiritual education makes a distinctive contribution to the Academy curriculum by developing students' 

knowledge and understanding of religion, religious beliefs, practices, language and traditions and their 

influence on individuals, communities, societies and cultures. It enables students to consider and 

respond to a range of important questions related to their own spiritual development, the development 

of values and attitudes and fundamental questions concerning the meaning and purpose of life. 

We constantly strive to find innovative ways of ensuring that Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural 

development of the individual takes place. These range from Fair Trade to the concept of belonging 

and raising students’ awareness of the need for rules in society. 

Philosophy 

· Post 16 students experience conference days dealing with religious, spiritual, moral, cultural and 

social issues  

Aims 

· To encourage students to have an enquiring mind and to ask important life questions 

· To help students to develop a caring, responsible and understanding attitude towards the world in 

which they live and towards the people who share this world with them 

· To help students to develop the ability to make reasoned decisions about spiritual, moral, cultural and 

social questions 

 

Objectives 

In order to meet these general aims the Academy will: 

· provide a teaching and learning environment where students feel comfortable and which encourages 

a positive attitude to study and respect for others 

· make courses appropriate to the needs of ALL students by providing interesting and differentiated 

tasks 

· encourage students' participation and interaction in all areas 

· encourage a positive, but critical attitude to matters of religion and morality 

 

Daily Act of Collective Worship 
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The Academy endeavours to provide opportunities for collective worship, whether in Assembly, Tutor 

Time or periods of reflection on moral issues during lessons which; 

 are acceptable to the whole community, staff and pupils 

 include a variety of elements at different times 

 involve all pupils 
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Highly Able Pupils 

Rationale 

Princes Risborough Academy is committed to providing a challenging learning environment that 

stimulates the development of all pupils. However, it also recognizes that there are most able pupils 

who have a very high general ability across the curriculum and those who have a talent in a specific 

area. These pupils must be identified, challenged and supported in order to ensure that their individual 

needs are met both within, and outside, the curriculum.  

Aims 

The Academy aims to: 

 provide stimulating learning experiences for all pupils that encourages independence and 
supports pupils in using their initiative; 

 provide challenge opportunities for pupils to work at higher cognitive levels; 

 provide opportunities for pupils to develop specific skills and talents; 

 encourage pupils to reflect on the process of their own learning and to understand the factors 
that help them to make progress; 

 foster the development of well-rounded and balanced individuals, both intellectually and 
socially; 

 encourage pupils to be open to the ideas of others and to promote the importance of 
collaboration and citizenship. 

 

Definition 

Most able children will be those who are performing significantly above the expected level in one or 

several curriculum areas. They will show a combination of some of the following general 

characteristics: 

 facility with language use; 

 logical reasoning ability; 

 imagination and creativity; 

 ability to link concepts and ideas; 

 ability to question ideas and concepts; 

 wide reading; 

 wide general knowledge; 

 excellent memory skills; 

 humour; 

 ability to engage in problem solving skills; 

 interpersonal skills; 

 kinaesthetic skills; 

 focused concentration on specific tasks; 

 musical ability; 
 

More able children will show a range of these characteristics in a particular subject area. 

Identification 

The Academy uses a range of agreed criteria and sources of evidence which include: 

 results from external assessments such as CATs and Alis 
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 KS2, KS3 and GCSE information 

 predicted grades 

 teacher recommendations through on going assessment 

 information from parents, carers and other outside agencies 

 transfer information from feeder schools and other secondary Academies 

 any other criteria/ qualities appropriate for specific subject areas 
 

It is recognized that pupils develop at different rates, therefore the number and members of the 

identified group of pupils will change over time.  

 

Provision 

Within the classroom, the learning culture should: 

 provide a challenging learning environment, allowing pupils to access higher-order thinking 
skills; 

 encourage pupils to ask questions of themselves, of their peers, of adults, and of ideas; 

 provide a secure learning environment where risk taking is valued; 

 encourage metacognition, or ‘thinking about thinking’; 

 encourage target setting that involves pupils in their own learning and progress; 

 celebrate creative and original thinking; 

 encourage the use of a variety of resources, ideas, methods and tasks; 

 ensure that home learning extends the learning of the individual pupil, encouraging 
independence and self-motivation. 

 

Outside the classroom the Academy will actively seek: 

 opportunities for highly able pupils to take part in enrichment activities, for example: challenge 
days in areas such as maths and science, sporting events, and atrs and performing art events; 

 involvement of adults (parents, local businesses, universities) with abilities and knowledge in 
specific areas, in order to motivate and inspire highly able pupils.
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Signed:    Chair of Governors 
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